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Sounds less harmonious to the grateful mind, 
Than his who fashions and improves mankind....CoLumsian. 
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| 1. The neglect of the word of God. The! 
| truths of Scripture are the only proper fur- | 
on- | niture for the Christian’s heart, and the food 

| which gives him strength and health; and 
though we admit that a critical knowledge 
of the whole Bible is not necessary to salva- 
tion, yet we must assert that a ready ac- 
quaintance with its leading truths is a mat- 
ter essential to the growth of religion in the 
heart. It is not to be expected that every 
believer will have time to read elaborate 














ritual pleader, a divine orator, who does not 
come forward to display his own skill and 
ingenuity, but to lay before his audience the 
facts and arguments by which he means to 
persuade them to come over to his cause, 
and stand upon the Lord’s sxie. Now his 
facts and arguments are the Scriptures.— 
There he must find all the instruments of 
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ms are preached; when ordinances 
ened; when the word of God has 
ns, and is glorified; when many 
MS © nighteousness crowd the gates 
gour € 
te the body—the friends of 
rust Peyoice. But the reverse of this 
When 


agy possesses the hearts of 
‘20 0ught to b + fovwond 3 ; 
€ most forward in reli- 
y who profess to follow the 
€ impatient of his doctrines 


when a worldly 


up every thing no- 
alid when a morbid 
State is found to pre- 
time for the watchman 
rous calm, and sound 
holy mountain. Com- 
hess and declension have 
the influence of custom, 
‘eS Many, no doubt, have 
from no other mo- 
Se it Was a common talk.— 
© occasions of lamentation 
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that persuasion which he intends to lodge in 
the hearts of his hearers. In all cases where 
facts are brought in proof of any point, there 
must be an exact, explicit, and accurate 
statement. A little change or variation will 
frequently defcat the whole argument. A 
preacher who states a position and appeals 
to scripture for his proof, is bound to give 
the very language of the text, if he would 
prove his point. His proofs lose half their 
weight and authority when this 1s neglected, 
and room is left fer evasions and objections. 
Besides this, in adhering to the letter of 
Scripture, we make it evident that we love 
it, aid that we hold all its parts and appen- 
dages in sacred veneration, and are not wil- 
ling that the least should be kept back.— 
This punctuality in quotation is remarkably 
evident in the New Testament. The wri- 
ters and speakers, there, generally used the 
popular version of the Seventy, m th: pas- 
sages which they cited from the Old ‘t esta- 
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a material disservice to the sense. 


gether fer that great object. 
might be observed of many other texts. 


words, those words should be dear to every 
one who labours im 
very 
in religion. 
God, 


»ressed. 
abundance and a delightful variety. 
e the 
piety nourishment for the laborious oxen. 


due season. 





ment, and so particular were they that we 
seldom find the Variation ofa single word.— 


together for good to them that love God,” 


fault with ; but by looking into the text we 
shall discover that the change of the word 
work from the present to the future, causes 
The all 
things which work together, do not reserve 
their efficacy and happy influence to a fu- 
ture time, but are now actually working to- 
The same 
If 
the Holy Ghost has left us a form of sound 


tbeir ministration.— 
Whatever lessens the proper authority of 
Scripture must weaken the faith of those 
who believe, and expose them to the seduc- 
ing calm of lukewarmness and indifference 


The word of God may be neglected, when 
only certain parts of it are brought to view, 
whilst the remainder is omitted and sup- 
The scripture contains a rich 
It isa 
field of flowers and nutritious herbage, 
where may be found a tender food for the 
sheep and lambs, and likewise a ag: 5 
‘The 
judicious shepherd, therefore, will conduct 
his flock into all the departments of this love- 
ly scene, that each may receive a portion in 
It may so happen that minis- 
ters suit their preaching to the prevailing 
taste and disposition of their hearers, and if 
that taste be corrupt and vitiated, it is almost 
certain that God’s word will not meet a fair 
treatment. Many like to be told that every 
thing in their salvation is the gift of God ; 
and so far they like to be told the truth; 
but do they like just as well to be informed 
that they must labour for every thing per- 


are guilty of this partiality may ay 
flourish for a time, and. may stand forth in 
bodies apparently healthy. But some or 
their members are weak and diseased, and 
they no sooner experience « shock of their 
whole system, than the disorder falls into 
the sickly member, and they become a sad 
spectacle of wretch: dness. 

Where principles or sentiments which 
have not been subjected to the test of scrip- 
ture, are held as maxims and rules of can- 
duct, there is necessarily a neglect of inspi- 
ration—the law and the testimony. We 
are apt to form strong attachments to opin- 
ions and doctrines to which we may have 
been long familiarized. Their antiquity of- 
ten confers upon them a kind of reverence 
which we yield imperceptibly, thinking that 
there must be something sacred in that 
which has been so long cherished. Hence 
has originated the authority of tradition, and 
the substitution of human inventions in the 
place of scriptural requirement. For illus- 
tration of this point, we observe that the 
idea obtains to a considerable .extent, and 
has become a part of the belief of many, 
that if they can have apresent confidence 
that they were once truly converted, how- 
ever grievously they may now want the 
comfortable and realizing manifestations of 
God’s Spirit, yet they will be finally saved. 
They acknowledge the want of present ex- 
periences of religious joy and satisfaction ; 
have no liberty in prayer; have no fore- 
tustes of heaven ; have no heart-rendings for 
sin, and ina word, seem ready to die to 
every thing that is like holiness and love— 
but they still have a strong hope founded 
upon past experience, which they abuse by 
making it the vehicle of comfort, when God 
never intended that they sheuld be quiet 
under the awful and disastrous tokens of 
their present state. Past experience is a 
good source of comfort when it corresponds 
with present experience, but if it be at vari- 
ance with this, it deservesao confidence.— 
The grand scripturu! test is, ““‘ if any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” It is very evident, that a genuine con- 
version contains the pledge of eternal salva- 
tion; but how is that conversion to be ac- 
counted genuine, which brings none of the 
fruits of that happy changer For a par- 
ticular illustration, we advert-to the lan- 
guage held by many on the subject of revi- 
vals. God, say they, has his own time to 
work, and in that time he will work, and it 
is not necessary for us to take any steps to 
bring about that which depends wholly up- 
on his pleasure. If we try the latter part 
of the above sentence by the test of scrip- 
ture, what becomes of it? Are we not to 
labour even for that “ whith. the Son of man 
shall give us?” Many good people talk 
very innocently about the revelations of the 
Spirit of God, as if it was now the office of 
the Comforter to reveal new truths which 
had never before been revealed. This is 
another opinion which has not been brought 
under the test of scripture; because wé 
learn from the sacred record, that it is not 
the office of the Spirit to make new revela- 
tions, but to confirm and apply that which 
is already made; for the system of revela- 
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properly improving their ism. Wede 


have boldly encoun the sneers of th 


to see many require themselves to be pass- 
ed by, giving the significant shake of the | 
head, and thus, in appearance at least, re- 
jecting Christ. 
this your kindness to the friend of sinners? 
Is this the way in which you requite Jesus 
for all his pains in your behalf? Did he 
turn away his head’ when the cup of your 


Ah, we have thought, ts 
s 


sins was presented to his lips—a cup 
‘“* Drugged by the hand of death, and brew- 
edin hell?’ Why then do you refuse to 
honour him by a memorial of his own mak- 
ing? Many think they do service to the 
cause, and mend the matter of their own 
unworthiness, when they refuse the offered 
emblems. But let them once for all remem- 
ber, that ifthey reject the appointed figures 
of the Saviour ; to be consistent, they should 
also reject Christ himself, and abjure the 
Christian profession. 

4. ‘The abuse of the Sabbath is another 
evil which spreads a damp upon religion, 
and chills the life of piety. Many find a 
pretext for disregarding the Lord’s day, in 
declaiming against Sunday-religion. We 
have generally remarked, that those who 
made it their study to have no more religion 
on Sabbath than on any other day, seldom 
hed much at any time. For, in truth, al- 
though a Christian is a Christian at ail times, 
and always. carries his religion about with 
him, yet there are certain periods allotted 
for the more particular exercise of the 
Christian duties, when the soul enjoys 
special communion with God, and draws 
near to him in holy ects. It has never yet 
happened that the neglect of the Lord’s-day 
and a prosperous state of religion existed 
together, at one and the same time ; but it 
has uniformly happened, that where cold- 
ness and indifierence stretched out their 
deadly shade over the withering interests of 
piety, the Lord’s-day has been disregarded, 
and the opportunities of this holy season 
isisapplied. But, brethren, if any of you 
have known a prosperous state of religion 
to exist where the duties and cxercises of 
this sacred day were lightly esteemed, we 
would willingly hear where and when it 
was. Was it in those happy Apostolic days, 
when the church numbered its accessions 
by thousands? Was it at Troas, where 
Faul remained until the first day of the week 
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subject should be practical and impressive, 
for we are not addressing you fer form’y 
sake, but from a deep sense 
which we Owe you. 


- he os 
Of whe Gut, 


1, Then, brethren, if you would see the 


revival cf religion among your charcle:, 


learn to make some temporal sacrifices 
You who cannot give up a small portion of 
your eartlily things for the honour and sup- 
port of your religion, would surely not consent 

to part with all youhave for such an obiee?. 

Yet the genuine sons of faith “ to, wy- 
fully the spoiling of their goods” rath: 
than dishonour their religion. Would yor 
who cannot give your money at the com- 
mand of Christ, be willing to give your live 

for him? But we entreat you to listen for 

a moment to Our most afiectionate counsc » 

As it may happen that few individust 
churches consider themselves able t eim- 
ploy a minister the whole of his time, let two 

or three churches, who live within visitia 
distance of each other, appoiht some oftheir «. 
more intelligent members to meet in cconsu! 
tation on the best method of obtainine w 
supply for their common necessities, Lev 
these brethren form a commiittee to repre 
sent the two or three churches in question. 
This committee will proceed to ascertain 
what minister will probably answer the jciat 
wishes of the churches, and having fixed 
upon one, iet them next proceed to ascer 
tain from such minister, whetlier he with 
serve them, and what amount will be netes- 
sary for the entire support of himself aud 
family, sothat his whole time may be givets 
tothe calls of duty in the churches which 
he may undertake to attend. After this im 
formation is obtained, let the same commie 
tee return to their. churches, make a report, 
and begin at once to inquire whether the 
joint efforts of the two or three churches 
can make up a sufficient sum for their in- 
tended minister. Should it be found that 
they can support him, then let him under 
take the important duty, visiting and 
preaching daily. He should not only preach 
on Sabbaths, but he should be often at the 
houses of his brethren, praying with thei: 
families, expounding the scriptures to them, 
exhorting and admonishing the youngey 
members of the families, inquiring the man- 
ner in which they spend their Sabbaths, and 





to meet and join the disciples in breaking 
bread? Was it in those times when the 
churches had rest from persecution, and 
walking in the comfort of the scripture 
were replenished with graces and numbers ? 
VW as it in any of those societies where Paul 
planted the seeds of the gospel, and where 
Apollos watered, and where God gave the 
increase ? Was it in Macedonia, whence is- 
sued the importunate cry come over and 
help us?~> No, it was at neither of these 
times and places, because these were occa- 
sions of zeal, labour, and diligence. 
5. The slender and incompetent support 
given to the ministers of religion is not the 
least obstacle to its happy progress. And 
here, brethren, we will not confine ourselves 
to general remarks; for we may safely leave 


entreating them with affectionate tender 
ness to embrace the morning of life for tac 
service of God. Let this course of duty ow 
his part, be not merely occasional, but hxed 
and stated, so that he would be knowh ari 
leved wherever he went, and a much read 
er et would be afforded him. 

2. Let ministers who may be thus situat- 
ed give public notice in their congregations 
that they will attend an hour or two before 
the usual time of preaching, in otder to meet 
in the house of Ged all those who feel anxi- 
ous about their salvation, to make special 
prayers to God for them, and to vary their 
prayers to suit ail the cases of those wha 
may be bowing together before the thro xc 
of grace. ‘Chese prayers may be accompa- 
nied with tender addresses and affectionate 
admonitions, whilst the great principles oz 











































tion was finished near eighteen hundred 
The above examples, if sup- 
ported by facts, will serve to show how easi- 
iy principles may be relied upon as authen- 
tic and scriptural, which cannot endure the 
And if in their maxims 
and opinions it be possible for men to enter- 
not their cus- 
Bong to the 

ilst they firm- 
ly believe that they are justified by the word 
It is not enough 
for a Christian that he be found in the right 
way, he must know why he is in that way. 
He must be ready to giye a reason of the 
hope that is within him, with meekness and 
How can we do this, if not conversant 


2. We find another cause of decline 
among professors of religion, in their not 


servedly lay much stress on baptism, as a 
great and holy rite. To preserve this or- 
dinance in its simple, apostolic purity, we 


world, and the censures of many other re- 
ligious denominations. We have strenuous- 


other denominations of Christians to make 
their own arrangements on this subject ;,-but 
we will address all who feel or ought to 
feel for the healthful state of religion among 
Baptists. We are aware that in naming 
this matter, we tread upon slippery ground, 
and may put in jeopardy what little influ- 
ence we possess ; that many of you have nice 
scruples on this subject, and have probably 
made up your mind long since. But all this 
shall not deter us from telling you the truth. 
All this shall not stop our mouths, which 
must speak for God. We have told you 
once and again, and now tell you even weep- 
ing, that you could not adopt a more ready 
way to stifle the spirit of godliness in your 
hearts, in your families, and in your 
churches, than by withholding needful sup- 

ort from those who minister in holy things. 
Ts every other kind of service which you 
receive thought to be worth something, 
the ministry only excepted? Shall every 
debt be paid, that only excepted which you 
owe to and his sanctuary? Shall! the 
servant of Christ come to you month after 
month and year after year, leaving his wife 
and children with a scanty subsistence at 
home, encountering fatigue, loss of rest, and 
painful privations, to deliver his message to 
you, and after all scarcely receive enough 


€ 


| extend 8 tev _ mplaining | taining to their salvation, with as much care |}y maintained that the great Protestant Re- 4 : > ‘q 
OOD WARD Mt . of et it is generally ‘ustified and sulicitude as if it depended upon their Cirmnakion was incomplete, until the subject thine ashe tet ‘my * aren Mion 
ei se nd 340 in Calf PEE 80 do “y ences. 'Those observers, | labours? Many eagerly swallow every par-| and the mode of baptism should be restored | +4... dain of that which God commands you 
at fhe be port paid ‘Gil are ane o uee. things with care | ticle of truth which demonstrates the secu- | to its primitive simplicity and order. From pg «Se “A which the preacher de- 
eb. 1 fe", Ban < ‘o imagine that all present | rity of the saints and their final perscverance | such advocates it might be rationally ex- seers 4b sty oi hits cadeant Som ae 
RBC, 0 — they “ew hag that the times on}to glory, and thus they feed upon a good pected, that all the bearings of this sacred manding "osipit not as charity, but asa 
1ST RECEIVED, Oy Wee bias or ee the worst times | doctritie, and one which has the explicit] institution would be embraced and scrupu- just and undeniable right . 

tah ae 5 > ha Witnessed. Hence it] warrant of scripture; but do they grasp|lously exemplifiec. For, as an institution, J ie teatal of 
at the ps YO the frrour in making upan|with the same avidity and entertain with} it-teaches, with peculiar propriety, the ori- 6. Finally, ame advert to 3 hs 2 age 
). Raine, be ti dmeger eee and extent of any | the same satisfaction the doctrine of watch-| gin and destination of the Christian. It in-}.4 worldly sp fe ys. lege os 
Office of the CeourS jp dis ey when that dis- | fulness, crucifixion to the world, self-denial, | troduces him to the church militant, lays the riphinges op hiv which Aes ee are 
es ited as oy church of Christ. and circumspection, which have an equal] doctrine of Christ near his heart, honours | *"0W of ne | fies ‘mplicity that is 
<j. lok Upon Y Observation is, we can support from scripture >? Many would never | him with membership in the society of those | Seoner corPup spirit lea par 8 It is 
AN ACT . MR the state outward appearance, | be tired of election and predestination, which, | who take Jesus for their guide and pattern, | Christ shan toe. ae ; iat ite appronchiés 
SU LATE TH: Sains must ie °peration of the inter- | too, are fundamental points ; but would they|and stands as an § memorial of | 2 enemy. 80. 1nsknous until it , a tokab 
i * tig gece? lic hid from our | manifest the same good will to sanctifica-| his dedication to God. The believer who} re sete, DEPENDS There it operates 
ajesty’s NMEM tex sie for an inward’ tion, charity and brotherly kindness? Some | daily remembers his baptism and all the sa- | POSsessiop tee destructive to prayer, to 
st Indies = and Uonafed, Mere the surface is|could sit and hear a volume upon the duties en considerations which it involves, can with an yg 1 Peatae “ ‘liberal 
ALSO aie wpctal “* So the signs of the} which pastors ought to perform for their} hardly fail to surrurder himself by a daily charity, to b iteig t DF ners it 
\BSERVATIONS - ; Lawful inaae Cess denote a wide le, how pains-taking they should be,| devotion to Him who loved him and gave eg or the heart against all the 
om: Ree X * a secret pow- much hardness they should endurc,|himselt for him. But how often are the | HI and the labours oflove, produc- 
. INE the w. hidden grace may | what zeal and disinterestedness should | dreadful and holy obligations of baptism for- | calls duty ‘and anxicty about temporal 

, Looming; fui, vay for some unex all whiclris the truth ; but do they] gotten! How oftendoes the soul which has ing much care am indifference to thi 

; of ness and love. In- » with equal patience, what they it} been wi for an immortal flight, to fly at a il , 
Sees just before the | to do for their pastors, what ‘support they | infinite glories, come down and grovel in the aa ieee 06 dutelen ponee 
these things in should gjve them, what worldly cares and} dust ! en oe eS TS And 

in view, labours they should take off their hands by| 3. The abuse or of the Lord’s | of the means of reviv np 









generous contributions? It is im 


possible 






to 


observe, that one of the most direct methods 
is to obviate the causes of decline and take 
ions out of the way. We are 
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jen, And the means of revivai ent the decline of religion, when the | of dec n. How often have we 
, mek cause that we wor’ of God is picked and divided, a part ‘been , the sacred symbols 


the Christian faith should not be overlook- 
ed. Such a course would be attended with 
the happiest effects. ‘The pastor wouid then 
at once meet the praying and inquiring 
members of his congregation. He would 
come to them in the warmth of devotion and 
in the gracious flowings of charity. He 
would find them melted by the love of 
Christ, and that his words would obtain a 
ready access to their hearts. We eutreat 
you to begin at once this momentous exey- 
cise, and reduce our advice to practice. 
3. Give a diligent attendance upor ali 
the meansof grace. When we speak of the 
means of grace, we address ourselves to 
your faith, and not to any human system 
whose influence has probably wrested the 
scriptures themselves, and warped your own 
minds, ‘rhe very ideas of means and grace 
may seem contradictory and inconsistent, 
but as we do not undertake to reconcile va- 
rying appearances, we shall only find it ne 
cessary to point to the facts on which this 
doctrine yelies for support. ‘Fhe command 
of God makes faith the duty of all who 
hear the word, and yet the apostle distinetly 
affirms that itis a gift. ‘Unto you it is 
given on behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on his name, but also to suffer for him.’— 
Faith and patience are both here represent- 
ed as gifts or graces, and it would be « 
needless waste of time to adduce passages’ 
to show, that each of these is repeatedly 
commanded as a duty. Repentance was 
commanded as one of the primary doctrines 
of our Lord’s precursor, and ina variety of 
forms was enjoined by our Saviour himself 
and his apostles ; but it is unequivocally de- 
clared in the lively oracies, “ Him hath 
God exalted with his right hand, to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for:to give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins.” The 
same might be demonstrated either by di- 
rect proof, or Clear inference of many other 
graces of the divine Spirit. The attainment 
of heaven, that stupendous gratuity, whied 
can only be measured by the boundless du- 
ration of eternity, is to be the object of our 
perenne labours and-solicitudes. “ La- 
r not for the meat that perishes, but for 
that which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man shall give unto you.” 
If we be required to explain the mystery of 
employing active exertions for the actain- 
ment of that good which after all must come 
from the bounty of Heaven, we must have 
the candour to acknowledge our incapacity 
to afford any satisfactory solution of tis dif- 
ficulty. Attempts have been made to ele- 
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EVENING, 


Though the hues ofthe morning are splendid 
and bright, 
And her gales ate fresh, and her odours 
young, 
And the vales seemitd bathed with a living 
light, 
In every dew drop hung ; 
Though cool is the wing of the balmy air, 
And though every flower is budding fair, 
And the mountain waves are murmuring where 
The sweetest songs are sung ; 


Though noon may boast of her brightest gem, 
Of her liquid light and her whelming blaze ; 
And may wreathe her peerless diadem, 
With a circle of dazzling rays ; 
Though never may wealth of hallowed shrine, 
Nor ocean caves, nor earthly mine, 
Glitter with splendour so pure as thine, 
When the matic of glory plays ; 


trines ; but he is nut required to bclieve any 
thing more concerning them than is revcai- 
ed im scripture ; and upon what better evi- 


the circumstances which relate to it, as are 
revealed in scripture. If we were required 


to believe precisely in what the change at 
the resurrection will consist, and what will 


be the nature of those qualities by which the 
glorified body will be distinguished, then i9- 
deed we might justly complain of being 
placed under an unreasonable requisition, 
because, unless God should make another 
revelation, these, are subjects upon which 
ve could not be informed, and with respect 
to which our faith could only be blind and 
irrational. But if we admit the authenticity 
of revelation, and it is here taken for granted 
that we do; we cannot be convicted of cre- 
dulity in believing that the dead shall be | 
raised, unless it be credulity to believe upon 
the authority of God. If indeed some ven- 
ture to trust their own reason ; and, not con- 
tented with the revelation which God has 


conscience and their Judge: if they will be 


dence, I would ask, can he credit any thing, | ven; and, because he lives, they whom he 
than upon the authority of God? Take, | has redeemed by his blood, shall live also, 
for instance, the doctrine of a resurrection. | He “is become the first fruits of them that 
All that we are required to believe concern- slept. For since by man came death, b 

ing this is the simple fact, and as many of ; man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
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rible day of the Lord. Immanuel has left 
the dead; our Jesus has ascended on high, 
the conqueror of hell, and the Lord of hea- 


If we believe that Jesus died again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus, will God 
bring with him, When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory. For this corruptible 
must. put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. Then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, 
death is swallowed up in victory. O death! 
where is thy sting? O grave! where is thy 
victory?” ‘Then shall the objects of faith 
be realized ; and Christian hope attain the 
grandeur of its consummation.—‘ Eye hath 
not seen, nor.ear heard, neither have enter- 
ed into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared-for them that love him.” 
This unutterable and inconceivable felicity 
shall never, never fail. Jt is not only an ex- 
ceeding, but an. cternal weight of glory, 
which awaits the suffering, dying child of 


Of elder brothers, to his Father’s throne.” 
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ANECDOTE OF LUTHER. 


A little before his death, discoursing of 
several things at-supper, he put the ques- 
tion, “ Whether in the life to come, we shall 
know one another?” His friends were more 
desirous of hearing his opinion on the sub- 
ject than of giving their own. “* What was 
the case,” said he, “with Adam? He had 
hever seen Eve ; but when God made her, 
lay fast asleep; yet, as soon as he awoke, 
he did not inquire who she was, or whence 
she came, but said, This is flesh of my 
flesh, and bone of my bone. Now, how came 
he to know that? but that, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, and endued with the true know- 
ledge of God, he so spake. After the same 
manner, we shall also be renewed by Christ 
in the. other world, and shall know our pa- 
rents, wives, children, and every thing else, 
much more perfectly than Adam knew 
Eve.” 

Two lads, 10 or 12 years of age, were 
overheard talking, as they passed along the 
street, about. swearing ; and referring to a 
former occasion, when they were reproved 
at the Sunday School, one asked the other, 
“have you sworn since?” “No,” replied 





reason but to assist it ; nor should it be suf- 
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: made, launch out into the fathomless ocean | God. No wonder, then, that he welcomes|the other. “Nor ] neither,” rejoined he 4 MISSISSI Pp; pyteiae 
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*Tis the ‘ still small voice’ when thou art known, 

“Tis earth half veiled, and before thy throne, 

Where the humbled spirit is meekly shown, 
From man and his passions free. 


Yes, Lorp! ’tis an hour which thy Spirit has 
blest, 
Thou hast hallowed its silence—its calm is 
thine own; 
And when day’s giddy tumult is hush’d to rest, 
Our souls breathe a holier tone ; 
And dreams of a brighter and happier sphere, 
And of beings more pure than the purest here, 
And heavenly hopes, unmingled with fear, 
Descend at this hour alone. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR. 


MYSTERIES INSEPARABLE FROM THE RE- 


wise above that which is written, let them 
not charge the absurdities into which. they 
may run, tothe gospel, but to their own ig- 
norance and rashness. The gospel requires 
our assent to nothing for which it does not 
iurnish the clearest evidence. If we. leave 
the gospel, and, instead of receiving the 
truths which it reveals, in their naked sim- 
plicity, attempt to speculate upon them, 
and go farther than our guide has conduct- 
ed us, we may expect to lose ourselves in 
the mists of errour and absurdity. 

] think every reader will now agree with 
me, that the objection to mysteries,which is 
often so confidently urged, has no weight in 
reference to the revealed mysteries of the 
Bible. It is not the fact that the dead will 
be raised, or that there is a union of two na- 
tures in the Son of God, that is a mystery 
to Christians ; but it is the manner in which 
the resurrection will be accomplished, and 
in which this incomprehensible union exists, 
It will at once be seen these are two dis- 
tinct subjects of inquiry ; so distinct, that 


judgment of the great day will arrive. But 


FROM DR. MILLER’S ANNIVERSARY SERMON, 
THE TIM® OF THE MILLENNIUM. 

On this subject 1 profess to know so little, 
and feel myself so littie entitled to speak 
with confidence, that I shall, of course, for- 
bear to pronounce positively. That it wild 
arrive, and before a long lapse of time, I 
have no more doubt than I have that the 


perhaps we may ‘say of the former, as we 
certainly must of the latter—Of that day, 
and of that hour knoweth 10 man. Possibly 
some of your children’s children may see 
it, if not in its meridian glory, yet in its early 
dawn. But he that believeth shall not make 
haste. Let us patiently wait the Lord’s 
time. Ofone thing ve may be certain, that 
it will be brought on as fast and as soon as 
infinite wisdom sees best; and faster or 
sooner no enlightened believer would allow 
himself for a moment todesire. Zhe vision 
is for an afifcinted time ; but at the end it 
will sfeak and not lie. Though it tarry, wait 


fered to tyrannize over the imagination, to 
raise phantoms of horror, or to beset life 
with supernumerary distresses. 

He is the wise man, who knows how to 
govern his passions and affections. Our pas- 
sions are our infirmities. ile that can make 
a sacrifice of his will is lord of himself. 
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cr sublime to be discovered by unassisted 
human reason. It is a relative term, and 
always has respect to the intellectual capa- 
cities of these beings to whom the mystery 
is presented. ‘Thus, for instance, what 
yoight be entirely mysterious to a man, 
might be no mystery to an angel; because 
it might involve nothing but what his supe- 
ror capacities might enable him instantly 
to comprehend. The same truth also may 
be perfectly mysterious to an individual at 
one time, and perfectly free from mystery 
at another ; because it may please God to 
inake a revelation of it. It is hardly neces- 
cary to say, that with the Infinite Mind there 
is ‘nothing mysterious. However much 
there may be in the perfections of his na- 
ture, an ia the designs of his providence, 
which ar incomprehensible to every other 
being, with lim there is nothing but light, 
nothing but certainty. 

It mav be remarked, that whenever the 
word is used in the New Testament, it re- 
férs to something which had at some pre- 
coding period been unknown, but which is 
no longer sv, being now the subject of Di- 
\ine revelation. When, for instance, the 
disciples came to our Saviour, with the in- 
quirv why he spake unto them in parables, 
his reply was, ‘ Because it is given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, (that is, of the gospel) but to them 
(the people) it is not given.’ The truths to 
which our- Lord here refers» he does not 
call ‘mysteries,’ in respect to the know- 
ledge of his disciples, but to their former ig- 
norance, and the present ignorance of the 
people. To the disciples they had been 
partially revealed, and-so far, were no longer 
mysteries. In the epistle to the Romans, 
Paul, speaking of the future conversion of 
the Jews to the Christian religion, a truth 
which was then revealed for the first. time 
to'the Romans, says, * For I would not, bre- 
thren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery,’ It was a mystery, as it respected 
their former ignorance of it; but after this 
revelation made by the apostle, the myste- 
rv no longer continued... ‘Towards the close 
‘ eaks of ‘the revelation 


tion against revelation, must,also, if he would 
be consistent, abandon the tirst truths of na- 
tural religion, and assume the monstrous 
character of an atheist. 

{ Remainder in our next.} 


THE BELIEVER’S HOPE. 

From a Sermon of Rev. John Woodbridge. 
WHAT ARE THE OBJECTS OF THIS HOPE? 
A complete release from all the sorrows of 

mortality. With the last pulsation of life, 

the last struggle is sustained, the last agony 
endured, Infirmity, sickness and pain, all 
disappointments, and all griefs, are left for 
ever behind on the bed of death. All tears 
are wiped from the eyes; and, freed from 
all its fetters, the happy spirit soars,—only 
to sing and to rejoice through eternity. “ And 


Write, blessed are the dead which die in 


and their works do follow them. 
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 


WHAT ARE THE OBJECTS OF THIS HOPE? 
The frossession of a characier completely 
holy. In this life, sin is the greatest burden 
of the believer ; under this, he daily groans ; 
from this, he earnestly secks deliverance in 
vain. It shall not be always thus. ‘ No, 
the conflict will be short ; the victory will 
soon be won; I shail trampie on all the 
enemies of my peace. 


terrupted and eternal. 
fer I shall see him as he is. 


O, come quickly.” 
WHAT ARE THE OBJECTS OF THIS HOPE ? 


ciety im the universe. 


relation» of domestic life. 
all these connexions.—lInto the New Jerusa 


I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, | sake it shall be shortened. 


the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the | be united and diligent in doing their duty,— 
Spirit, that they may rest from theirlabours ;|!n spreading the gospel,—and in besieging 
And the |the throne of grace—aND THE CONFLICT 


and preserve me unto his heaveniy kiag- peven amidst the utmost fury of its rage, let 
dom ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.” | it never be forgotten, that it is the indispen- 


and glorious ! 


is our refu ge. Selah. 


My submission will ]the author of a Concordance which has im- 
be entire, my love perfect, my praise unin- mortalized his name, and which is consider- 
( i shall be like Him,}¢d the first and best in the English lan- 
Moment of in- | §¥age, is thus spoken of in the History of 
effable felicity, hasten! Come, Lord Jesus ; the Life of the Rev. Hugh Peters; and the 


the writing of this immense work. 


Union to the most perfect and glortous 80-|\ay in the University of Cambridge, Eng- 
wu Here the righteous | jand, being a meek and pious man, but also 
and the wicked are found together ©ii-)a puritan, emigrated to Boston, aid was 
gaged in the sanie pursuits ; dwelling in the | settled by Dr. Mather and Mr. Cott. 
same neighbourhood ; and united in all the | piace called. Rehoboth, four miles cas: of| 
Death breaks up | the town of Providence, in the state of lt iode- 


especially on the eld Latin Earth, scenes 
from avhich, if we conid fully anticipate 
them, the stoutest heart would turn away 
appalied and shuddering. Yes; scenes, of 
which to hear inthe most distant manner, 
shall make the ears of themen of that ge- 
neration tingle! The vreat day of the buitle 
of God Almighty is yet to come; a battle 
which must rage with peculiar violence on 
the site of that empire of persecution and 
blood, over which Satan, for so many ages 
reigned. God grant that our beloved coun- 
try, which has so little of the élood of the 
saints in its skirts, may be ina great mea- 
sure exempted from the horrors of that aw- 
ful scene! But, however this may be, des 
no man’s heart fail him on that account ; nay, 
let no effort be paralyzed by the anticipa- 
tion of the dreadful conflict. or the elect’s 
And I had al- 
most said, let Christians of the present day 


SHALL BE MADE SHORTER STILL! And 


sable harbinger of blessings unparalieled 
Again, then, I say, /et no 
man’s heart fail him at the prospect. The 
Lord of Floste is with us; the God of Jacob 


FROM THE SALEM GAZETTS, 
Alexander Cruden.—-This eminent divine, 


ollowing account is given of the author, and 


“ The Rev. Mr. Cruden, an eminent scho- 
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have young gentlemen been mel 
more than half the different statesin™ 
and, within the circle of the fintye 
tions, upwards of sixty names lute 
rolled on the lists of students. 
The Commencement day will 
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of the epistle, he ; . ‘ ~ L._{tsiand, the most barren soil in Massachu- 
of the mystery, which was kept secret since |lem, “ there shall in no wise enter any thing setts: for Mather and Cotton acted like 
the world began, but now is made manifest ;’}that defileth, néither whatsoever worketh moderators or bishops at that time in Bos- 
‘plainly referring to the Christian religion, | abomination, or maketh a lie.” “There are | ton, and named the town Rehoboth, because 
which was unknown by the world before {none but holy beings, intelligent, active, lo-lthe word means, ‘The Lord hath made 
the advent of Christ, but which is now un-| ying and beloved. What must it be, My] oom for his beloved.’ 
derstood, -being -clearly revealed. In the] brethren, to join “ the general assembly, and} « [pis pious clergyman, with his pious 
first epistie to the Corinthians, ministers offchurch of the first born ; to behold ase companions, not knowing their danger, went 
the gospel are styled ‘ stewards of the mys-}| men, “ of whom the world was not worthy,” | and formed the settlement cf Rehoboth : the 
veries of God,’ that is, men employed by] from Adam, to the saint who last entered | site being pieasant the air salubrious, aid the 
(iod in dispensing to the world those truths}|heaven ; to participate in all the joys of prospect horrible. - But the innocence of 
which had been hidden from past genera-{their social converse ; to embrace them a8{Cruden and his followers. conciliated the 
tions. And, to mention but one case more, | our most mtimate friends; and rise with savages, and they became friendly. They 
the apostle, in that noble argument, which | them, to the perpetual concent shane. Ome built a church, and encircled it with a set 
Ke introduces it the epistle just referred to, praise of Him, whose kingdom Is everiast- | oF b onses like a half moon, facing the creck, 
for the resurrection of the dead, says, ‘ Be-|ing? What must it be, to listen to ap where they worshipped the Creator with 
hold I show you a mystery.” The doctrine} strains of that “innumerable company Of} ,,02¢ devotion, and Cruden taught their 
of the resurrection was then new in the] angels,” who for thousands of years, PATO 15s 0. te alte and acences gratis. The 
world, ani was mysterious, not in relation | continued to gaze, with a delight ever ag »}town is yet famous in New England for the 
to those whom it was then published, but to} on the glories of the Godhead ; to adore bs ©l education of its children. In that barren 
those who had lived in former ages. The|perfections of their Creator ; to —— ae soil, Cruden spent a useful life, and made 
ame remarks will apply in general to all/day and night, with all the strength of t va to himself 2 name in the Christian church, 
the other passages in which this word is] mighty faculties, and with all the ee te that will last as long asthe Bible. There 
found in the New Testament—Those truths | of their glowing affections? Is this all? No, he formed the first Concordance of the Old 
which are spoken of as mysterious are to be | my hearers, the hope of the believer pe and New Testaments, which was ever made 
considefed so only in relation to the period |jn God ; and he shall behold the face OF DIS Tin the English tongue. It was adopted and 
when they were hidden from the world. In] Redeemer. This was the salvation for — rinted by the University of Cambridge, in| 
this sense, the whole system of Christianity | Jacob waited. This it was, which, im i Rngland, and with: additions and improve- 
was a mystery ; but since its promulgation | view of the early disciples, constituted the ments, has passed through many 
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less he often examines it. That we may 
make this address more particular, let us 
consider some- of the ways in which the 
Scripture may be neglected. 

‘hey are then neglected when those 
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to the Rev. James D. | whose business it is to preach them bring 


them forward incorrectly or partially. — 
Every preacher must be regarded as a spi- 
ritual pleader, a divine orator, who does not 
come forward to display his own skill and 
ingenuity, but to lay before his audience the 
facts and arguments by which he means to 
persuade them to come over to his cause, 
and stand upon the Lord’s side. Now his 
facts and arguments are the Scriptures.— 
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rig Baptist Association to the 
ins which compose it, send Christian 


baiess you this year.on the causes 
ive ia Peligi¢n, and on the means cf 


henselves to our churches; the in- 
dmur and schism ; the disappear- 
gol signs, and the appearance of 
mesomed the facts to which we 
tosify the intrctiuction of the sub- 
hth we have chosen. 
me of the number of those who 
aire a giving false alarms, and 


pov ther skill and courage in fight- 
mi, we would as little desire to be 
ming those who are indifferent to 
it roused by the 


a. We take it as an undeniable 
that the progressive history of the 
a Christ presents at all times, occa- 
fer of mourning or joy, separately, 
mi tegether. Such is often the pros- 
etaiuson of the church, that we have 
#0 reoice in its beaufirul and fiour- 
spect. When good and wholesome 
Ms are preached ; when ordinances 
seed; when the word of God has 
ist, and is glorified ; when many 


} aad when health ar 
Fevade the body—the friends of 
ast Tejoice. But the reverse of this 

meurhing and dejection. When 


that persuasion which he intends to lodge in 
the hearts of his hearers. In all cases where 
facts are brought in proof of any point, there 
must be an exact, explicit, and accurate 
statement. 
frequently defcat the whole argument. A 





prove his point. 
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of evil that they 
of the substance. 


to crv aloud and 


a material disservice to the sense. 


gether for that great object. 


one who labours in 


crowd the gates 
id vigour every 


in religion. 


The neglect of the word of God. The! are guil 
| truths of Scripture are the only proper fur- ; 


There he must find all the instruments of 


A little change or variation will 


preacher who states a position and appeals 
to scripture for his proof, is bound to give 
the very language of the text, if he would 
His proofs lose half their 
weight and authority when this 1s neglected, 
and reom is left for evasions and objections. 
-“ | Besides this, in adhering to the letter of 
Scripture, we make it evident that we love 
it, and that we hold all its parts and appen- 
dages in sacred veneration, and are not wil- 
ling that the least should be kept back.— 
This punctuality in quotation is remarkably 
The wri- 
ters and speakers, there, generally used the 
popular version of the Seventy, m th: pas- 
sages which they cited from the Old ‘t esta- 
that we 
seldom find the Variation of a single word.— 
Many content themselves with ,iving what 
they call the substance of the Scripture, 
without much regard to the words, and in 
consequence of this they generally lose sight 
** All things shai? work 
together for good to them that love God,” 
is a quotation which very few would find 
fault with ; but by looking into the fext we 
shall discover that the change of the word 
work from the present to the future, causes 
The ail 
things which work together, do not reserve 
their efficacy and happy influence to a fu- 
ture time, but are now actually working to- 
The same 
might be observed of many other texts. If 
the Holy Ghost has left usa form of sound 
words, those words should be dear to every 
tbeir ministration.— 
Whatever lessens the proper authority of 
Scripture must weaken the faith of those 
who believe, and expose them to the seduc- 
ing calm of lukewarmness and indifference 


The word of God may be neglected, when 


of this partiality may appear to 
flourish for a time, and. may stand forth in 
bodies apparently healthy. But some or 
their members are weak and diseased, and 
they no sooner experience « shock of their 
whole system, than the disorder falls into 
the sickly member, and they-become a sad 
spectacle of wretch: dness. 

Where principles or sentiments which 
have not been subjected to the test of scrip- 
ture, are held as maxims and rules of con- 
duct, there is necessarily a neglect of inspi- 
ration—the law and the testimony. We 
are apt to form strong attachments to opin- 
ions and doctrines to which we may have 
been long familiarized. Their antiquity of- 
ten confers upon them a kind of reverence 
which we yield imperceptibly, thinking that 
there must be something sacred in that 
which has been so long cherished. Hence 
has originated the authority of tradition, and 
the substitution of human inventions in the 
place of scriptural requirement. For illus- 
tration of this point, we observe that the 
idea obtains to a considerable -extent, and 
has become a part of the belief of many, 
that if they can have a present confidence 
that they were once truly converted, how- 
ever grievously they may now want the 
comfortable and realizing manifestations of 
God’s Spirit, yet they will be finally saved. 
They acknowledge the want of present ex- 
periences of religious joy and satisfaction ; 
have no liberty in prayer; have no fore- 
tustes of heaven ; have no heart-rendings for 
sin, and ina word, seem ready to die to 
every thing that is like holiness and love— 
but they still have a strong hope founded 
upon past experience, which they abuse by 
making it the vehicle of comfort, when Ged 
never intended that they sheuld be quiet 
under the awful and Gisastrous tokens of 
their present state. Past experience is a 
good source of comfort when it corresponds 
with present experience, but if it be at vari- 
ance with this, it deservesaro confidence.— 
The grand scriptura! test is, “‘ If any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.” It is very eviden‘, that a genuine con- 
version contains the pledge of eternal salva- 
tion; but how is that conversion to be ac- 
counted genuine, which brings none of the 
fruits of that happy changer. For a par- 
ticular illustration, we advert-to the lan- 
guage held by many om the subject of revi- 
vals. God, say they, has his own time to 
work, and in that time he will work, and it 
is not necessary for us to take any steps to 
bring about that which depends wholly up- 
on his pleasure. If we try the latter part 
of the above sentence by the test of scrip- 
ture, what becomes of it? Are we not to 
labour even for that “‘ whith. the Son of man 
shall give us?” Many good people talk 
very innocently about the revedations of the 
Spirit of God, as if it was now the office of 
the Comforter to reveal new truths which 
had never before been revealed. This is 
another opinion which has not been brought 
under the test of scripture; because wé 
jearn from the sacred recard, that it is not 
the office of the Spirit to make new revela- 
tions, but to confirm and apply that which 
is already made; for the system of revela- 


years since. 


cause, and mend the matter of their own 


ber, that if they reject the appointed figures 
of the Saviour ; to be consistent, they should 


tion was finished near eighteen hundred 
The above examples, if sup- 
ported by facts, will serve to show how easi- 
iy principles may be relied upon as authen- 
tic and scriptural, which cannot endure the 
only proper test. And if in their maxims 





ing? Many think they do service to the 


unworthiness, when they refuse the offered 
emblems. But let them once for all remem- 


also reject Christ himself, and abjure the 
Christian profession. 

4. ‘The abuse of the Sabbath is another 
evil which spreads a damp upon religion, 
and chills the life of piety. Many find a 
pretext for disregarding the Lord’s day, in 
declaiming against Sunday-religion. We 
have generally remarked, that those who 
made it their study to have no more religion 
on Sabbath than on any other day, seldom 
had much at any time. For, in truth, al- 
though a Christian is a Christian at all times, 
and always. carries his religion about with 
him, yet there are certain periods allotted 
for the more particular exercise of the 
Christian duties, when the soul enjoys 
special communion with God, and draws 
near to him in holy ects. It has never yet 
happened that the neglect of the Lord’s-day 
and a prosperous state of religion existed 
together, at one and the same time ; but it 
has uniformly happened, that where cold- 
ness and indifierence stretched out their 
deadly shade over the withering interests of 
piety, the Lord’s-day has been disregarded, 
and the opportunities of this holy season 
ssisapplied. But, brethren, if any of you 
have known a prosperous state of religion 
to exist where the duties ahd cxercises of 
this sacred day were lightly esteemed, we 
would willingly hear where and when it 
was. Was it in those happy Apostolic days, 
when the church numbered its accessions 
by thousands? Was it at Troas, where 
Paul remained until the first day of the week 
to meet and join the disciples in breaking 
bread? Was it in those times when the 
churches had rest from persecution, and 
walking in the comfort of the scripture 
were replenished with graces and numbers ? 
Vas it in any of those societies where Paul 
planted the seeds of the gospel, and where 
Apollos watered, and where God gave the 
increase ? Was it in Macedonia, whence is- 
sued the importunate cry come over and 
help us? No, it was at neither of these 
times and places, because these were occa- 
sions of zeal, labour, and diligence. 
5. The slender and incompetent support 
given to the ministers of religion is not the 
least obstacle to its happy progress. And 
here, brethren, we will not confine ourselves 
to general remarks; for we may safely leave 
other denominations of Christians to make 





for him ? 
amoment to Our most aflectionate couns¢ ! 


their own arrangements on this subject ;,-but 
we will address all who feel or ought to 
feel for the healthful state of religion among 
Baptists. We are aware that in naming 
this matter, we tread upon slippery ground, 
and may put in jeopardy what little influ- 
ence we possess ; that many of you have nice 


a 4 


to see many require themselves to be pass- | subject should be practical and impressive, 
ed by, giving the significant stiake of the | for we are wot addressing you for forin’y 
head, and thus, in appearance at least, re- , 
jecting Christ. Ah, we have thought, is 
this your kindness to the friend of sinners? 
Is this the way in which you requite Jesus 
for all his pains in your behalf? Did he 
turn away his head when the cup of your 
sins was presented to his lips—a cup 
“* Drugged by thie hand of death, and brew- 
edin hell?’ Why then do you refuse to 
honour him by a memorial of his own mak- 


sake, but from a deep sense of the cut, 
which we Owe you. 


1, Then, brethren, if you would see the 


revival cf religion among your charches, 
learn to make some temporal sacrifices 


You who cannot give up a small portion & 
your eartlily things for the honour wad. sup- 


port of your religion, would surely not consens 
to part with all yeuhave for such an obiec:. 
Yet the genuine sons of faith “ 


_ my- 


fully the spoiling ef their goods” rathc: 
than dishonour their religion. 


Would yous 
who cannot give your money at the com- 
mand of Christ, be willing to give your live. 
But we entreat you to listen {for 


As it may happen that few individust 
churches consider themselves able tw ea)- 
ploy a ninister the whole of his time, let tvvo 
or three churches, who live witliin visitiay 
distance of each other, appoiht some of their 
more intelligent members to meet in consu!- 
tation on the best method of obtainine w 
supply for their conimon necessities, Lev 
these brethren form a committee to repre 
sent the two or three churches in question. 
This committee will proceed to ascertain 
what minister will probably answer the joiat 
wishes of the churches, and having fixed 
upon one, iet them next proceed to ascer- 
tain from such minister, whether he will 
serve them, and what amount will be netes- 
sary for the entire support of himself and 
family, sothat his whole time may be givets 
to the calls of duty im the churches which 
he may undertake to attend. After this it» 
formaticn is obtained, let the same commie 
tee return to their. churches, make a report, 
and begin at once to inquire whether the 
joint efforts of the two or three churches 
can make up a sufficient sum for their in- 
tended minister. Should it be found that 
they can support him, then let him under- 
take the important duty, visiting and: 
preaching daily. He should not only preach 
on Sabbaths, but he should be often at the 
houses of his brethren, praying with their 
families, expounding the scriptures to them, 
exhorting and admonishing the younger 
members of the families, inquiring the man- 
ner in which they spend their Sabbaths, and 
entreating them with affectionate tender 
ness to embrace the morning of life for the 
service of God. Let this course of duty ow 
his part, be not merely occasional, but hxed 
and stated, so that he would be knowh arit 
leved wherever he went, and a much read!- 
er ~—— would be afforded him. 

2. Let ministers who may be thus situat- 
ed give public notice in their congregations 
that they will attend an hour or two before 
the usual time of preaching, in order to meet 
in the house of God all those who feei anxi- 
ous about their salvation, to make special 
prayers to God for them, and to vary their 
prayers to suit all the cases of those wha 
may be bowing together before the thro.e 
of grace. ‘hese prayers may be accompa- 
nied with tender addresses and affectionate 
admonitions, whilst the great principles of 
the Christian faith should not be overlook- 
ed. Such a course would be attended with 
the happiest effects. The pastor would then 
at once meet the praying and inquiring 
members of his congregation. He would 
come to them in the warmth of devotion and 
in the gracious flowings of charity. He 
would find them melted by the love of 
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"s trig Often 


Weturning from the ways of God, 
aTgy possesses the hearts of 
i be most forward in reli- 
. ilahy who profess to follow the 
deeome impatient of his doctrines 
and do not like to have the 
worldly 
a of piet 
4 a.) and eats up every thing -_ 
“ te eed 5 ad when a morbid 
rong such a statc is found to pre- 
“i surely time for the watchman 
treacherous calm, and sound 
holy mountain. Com- 
ess and declension have 
‘om the influence of custom, 
Many, no doubt, have 
‘om no other mo- 


ons of lamentation 
than of rejoicing, 
ea rg am 


ose observers, 


apt to imagine th: 
ate at all presen 
ste worst, and that the coven 
are the worst times 
ver Witnessed. Hence it 
¢rrour in making up an 
at Geant SFeatness and extent of any 
» specially when that dis- 
inat¥ io the church of Christ. 
rvation is, we can 


Site hid from our 
to Possble for an inward’ 
Md yon = Where the surface is 
in raffied, 


only certain parts of it are brought to view, 
whilst the remainder is omitted and sup- 
pressed. The scripture contains a rich 
abundance and a delightful variety. It isa 
field of flowers and nutritious herbage, 
where may be found a tender food for the 
sheep and lambs, and likewise a stronger 
nourishment for the laborious oxen. ‘The 
judicious shepherd, therefore, will conduct 
his flock into all the departments of this love- 
ly scene, that each may receive a portion in 
due season. It may so happen that minis- 
ters suit their preaching to the prevailing 
taste and disposition of their hearers, and if 
that taste be corrupt and vitiated, it is almost 
certain that God’s word will not meet a fair 
treatment. Many like to be told that every 
thing in their salvation is the gift of God ; 
and so far they like to be told the truth; 
but do they like just as well to be informed 
that they must labour for every thing per- 
taining to their salvation, with as much care 
and solicitude as if it depended upon their 
labours? Many eagerly swallow every par- 
h ticle of truth which demonstrates the secu- 
rity of the saints and their final perseverance 
to glory, and thus they feed upon a good 
doctrine, and one which has the explicit 
warrant of scripture; but do they gras 
with the same avidity and entertain wit 
the same satisfaction the doctrine of watch- 
fulness, crucifixion to the world, self-denial, 
and circumspection, which have an equal 
sup from scripture ? Many would never 
be tired of election and predestination, which, 
too, are fundamental points ; but would they 
manifest the same good will to sanctifica- 
tion, charity and brotherly kindness ? Some 
could sit and hear a volume upon the duties 
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and opinions it be possible for men to enter- 
tain many hurtfu, errours-may not their cus- 
toms and practices be -_ liable to the 
censure of the divine word, whilst they firm- 
ly believe that they are justified by the word 
of God in what they do? It is not enough 
for a Christian that he be found in the right 
way, he must know why he is in that way. 
He must be ready to giye a reason of the 
hope that is within him, with meekness and 
fear. How can we do this, if not conversant 
with the word of God ? 
2. We find another cause of decline 
among professors of religion, in their not 
properly improving their sm. Wede- 
servedly lay much stress on baptism, as a 
great and holy rite. To preserve this or- 
dinance in its simple, apostolic purity, we 
have boldly encountered the sneers of the 
world, and the censures of many other re- 
ligious denominations. We have strenuous- 
ly maintained that the great Protestant Re- 
ormation was incomplete, until the subject 
and the mode of baptism should be restored. 
to its primitive simplicity and order. From 
such advocates it might be rationally ex- 
pected, that all the bearings of this sacred 
institution would be embraced and scrupu- 


lously exemplifiec. For, as an_ institution, 
it-teaches, with peculiar propriety, the ori- 


gin and destination of the Christian. It in- 
troduces him to the church militant, lays the 
doctrine of Christ near his heart, honours 
him with senha 2 the society of those 
who take Jesus for guide and pattern, 
and stands as an ing memorial 
his dedication to God. The believer who 
daily remembers his ; 
cred considerations which it involves, can 
hardly fail to surrcader himself by a daily 
devotion to Him who loved him and gave 
pose | for him. But how afb are say 
land holy obligations tism for- 

' How oftendoes the soul which has 


Be winged ran mor flight, to fly at 


st of the Lord’s 


>| an enemy. 80 insid 


ism and all the sa-| P 


cause | observe, that one of the most direct methods 
}is to obviate the causes of decline and take 


scruples on this subject, and have probably 
made up your mind long since. But all this 
shall not deter us from telling you the truth. 
All this shall not stop our mouths, which 
must speak for God. We have told you 
once and again, and now tell you even weep- 
ing, that you could not adopt a more ready 
way to stifle the spirit of godliness in your 
hearts, in your families, and in your 
churches, than by withholding needful sup- 
port frem those who minister in holy things. 
Is every other kind of service which you 
receive thought to be worth something, 
the ministry only excepted? Shall every 
debt be paid, that only excepted which you 
owe to , and his sanctuary? Shall the 
servant of Christ come to you month after 
month and year after year, leaving his wife 
and children with a scanty subsistence at 
home, encountering fatigue, loss of rest, and 
painful privations, to deliver his message to 

ou, and after all scarcely receive enough 
feos you to clothe himself decently? Bre- 
thren, you cannot bring a solid objection to 
the doing of that which God commands you 
to do ; the meusage which the preacher de- 
livers to you contains his warrant for de- 
manding support, not as charity, but asa 
just and undeniable right. 
6. Finally, we acvert to the indulgence of 


revalent cause of decline in religion. 


now of nothing by which Christians are 
sooner corrupted from the simplicity that is 


in Christ than the spirit of the world. It is 

i that its approaches 
are seldom perceived, until it, has taken 
possession of the soul. ‘There it. operates 
with an influence destructive to prayer, to 
charity, to brotherly kindness, to liberal 
sacrifices and generous feelings. There it 
remains hardening the heart against all the 
calls of duty and the labours oflove, produc- 


care and anxicty about tem 


thn gs ‘and a dreadful indifference to things 


. We proceed to consider some 
of the means of revival. And here we must 


ctions out of the way. We are 














a worldly spirit as a most caneates ape clared 
c 


Christ, and that his words would obtain a 
ready access to their hearts. We entreat 
you to begin at once this momentous exer- 
cise, and reduce our advice to practice. 
3. Give a diligent attendance upom al} 
the meansof grace. When we speak of the 
means of grace, we address ourselves to 
your faith, and not to any human system 
whose iniluence has probably wrested the 
scriptures themselves, anc warped your own 
minds, ‘The very ideas of means and grace 
may seem contradictory and inconsistent, 
but as we do not undertake to reconcile va- 
rying appearances, we shall only find it ne 
cessary to point to the facts on which this 
doctrine yelies for support. “Fhe command 
of God makes faith the duty of all who 
hear the word, and yet the apostle distinetly 
affirms that itis a gift. * Unto you itis 
given on behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on his name, but also to suffer for him.”~ 
Faith and patience are both hererepresent- 
ed as gifts or graces, and it w be & 
needless waste of time to adduce passages 
to show, that each of these is repeatedly 
commanded as a duty. Repentance was 
commanded as one of the primary doctrines 
of our Lord’s precursor, and in a variety of 
forms was enjoined by our Saviour himself 
and his apostles ; but it is unequivocally de- 
in. the lively oracles, “ Him hath 
God exulted with his right hand, to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for:to give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins.’ The 
same might be demonstrated either by di+ 
rect proof, or clear inference of many other 
graces of the divine Spirit. The: ent 
of heaven, that stupendous gratuity, which 
can only be measured by the boundless du- 
ration of etérnity, is to be the object of our 
rsevering labours and-solicitudes. “ La- 
r not for the meat that perishes, but fer 
that which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man shall give unto you.” 
If we be required to explain the mystery of 


employing active exertions for the attain- 
ment of good which after all must come 


from the bounty of Heaven, we nust have 
the candour to acknowledge our prey 
to afford any satisfactory solution of unis dil- 
ficulty. Attempts have been made to elu- 
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HE COLUMBIAN STAR. 











— sige 
: ee te 





‘ent opposition betwixt the ideas of duty 
and grace ; but the subj remains in the 
came state of unexplored sublimity, and 


— 
— ee 


there must continue, not for the excitement! grac 


of busy curiosity, but to challenge our faith 
and command our reverence. Science and 


philosophy have their ultimate laws, beyond 
which definition fails, and reason casts a 


gloom ; and why should not religion also 


have its ultimate laws upon which faith may 
rést with a confidence which sliall not fluc- 
ttiate, and where hope may wait with eagle 
eye to seize the first dawnings of immor- 
ality. 


. Before concluding this address, we advert 
again to the duty ot supporting ministers, as 
an important and necessary means of grace, 
in order that we may lay before you the 
stripture proofs on this subject. Our first 


proof is from 1Cor. ix. 7-15 —“ Who goeth 


a warfare at any time at his own charges? 
Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of 
the fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock 


and eateth not of the milk of the fleck ? Say 


I these things as a man? or saith not the 
For it is written in the 
law of Moses, thou shalt not muzzle the 
mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. 
*| “Agreed that the next Session of this 
Association be held at Sumterville, on the 
Saturday before the first Lord’s-day in No- 


law the same also? 


Do ye not know, that they who minister 


about holy things, live of the things of the 
temple? and they who wait at the altar are 
Even so hath 
‘+} “The Meeting of the Association was 
closed with an affectionate address and pray- 


artakers with the altar? 
the Lord ordained that they who preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel?” 


himself is an exception to this rule. 
the rule. 


the rule an exception ? 


éf then te do you service. 


cegonia ers, wesw 


“antes the 
Makes ik 


ment, 
sent once and again to my necessity. 
hecause I desire a gift, but i desire fruit 
that may abound te your account. But j 


have all and abound; I am full, having re- 
ceived of Epaphroditus the things which 


Were sent from you, an odour of a sweet 


smell, 2 sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing 
From the above passages it is 
evident, that even Paul was not backward 
in assertiny the right of a minister to sup- 


to God.” 


port, in direct application to himself. 


“Yun the United States,” says an English 
Givinc, “ we are told a minister cannot bring 
an action to recover his salary, since their} ¢ 
law determines, that it isa pastor’s business 
to teach his charge to be honest, and if he 
had done his duty, there wouid be no occa- 
If you value then | 
your own character and that of your minister, 


gion to bring his suit.” 


ive him your generous snpport. 
Finally. lf vou would see religion revive 


in all your churches, seck good pastors, 
support them well, and ebtain all their time 
for God; place them above necessity; do 
not be afraid of making them proud by 
ynaking them easy, because riches will be as 


found much ia prayer, much in faith, much 


‘ A f ¢ + 
ji clarity, and all in Christ. 
Jesse Mercer, Moderator. 
Tanez P, Mansuart, Clerk. 
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CHARLESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


This Association convened at Ebenezer 
church, in Darlington District, on the 24 
Wov-last. ‘he Saturday anc sabbath were 
émployed in acts of public devotion. The 
Rev. Messrs. Cook and M’Creary adminis- 
tcred the Lord’s Supper. On Monday, the 
Associition Sermon was delivered by the 
Rev Wm. Bb. Johnson; letters trom 28 
churches were read ; and the Rev. Dr. Fur- 
man, elected Moderator, and Rev. W. B. 
Johnson, Clerk. On Tuesday, much busi- 
ness of a jocal nature was attended to; and 
the follow ing interesting information, receiv- 
é4 from the Sandy Creek Delegate, was in- 
Sserted i tie ininutes: 

“"fhat there were received by baptism, 

ipto the Flat River Association, during the 
last year, 7C8 members, of whom 556 were 
admitted into one church ; into the Sandy 
‘Creck Association, 72; and into the Ra- 
Jeigh, 591. ‘Those Associations are in North- 
Carolina, and the churches to which these 
coaverts were added, are situated near to 
each other.” ; 

It was agreedito notice respectfully the 
deati: ot the late Rev. Dr. Koberts; and 
Rev. Charlies Williams, and Wm. Palmer, 
ministers of that body, who died in the 
éourse of the past year ; and Mr. Cook pre- 

for insertion, the following view of 

r. Roberts’ character, which was ac- 

ted: 

* Resolved, ‘That this Association deeply 
the death of. their late excellent 
er, the Rev. Dr- Roperts. - Amiabie 
his disposition, he was the friend of all, 
t especially of those who supported the 
aristian character. Asa mumster of the 

pel, he shone with no small degree of 
fare and was cg useful, as an in- 
strument in the hands ot God, for building 

his cause on earth, as his bereaved 
afurch can fully attest. In the church as 
well as in his family, he ruled with gentie- 
Hess, and was most tenderly, affectionately 
apd deservedly beloved by them. — But this 
man, afier having been actively and 
sgitafuily en inthe work of the gospel 
wiuistry, for nearly twenty-five. years, was 

~ Igft by the Great Disposer of events, to walk 
yp darkness and to see no light. Deranged 
W mind, he became a prey to the most 
Gene and awful apprehensions. Viewing 

lis life 







Seated ts the sapeice of his sai 
! imaginar ary crime, anticip 8 
ai iguominigus and disgraceful death, by 


We 
know, indeed, that it is objected that Pau! 
But 
this very exception proves the existence of 
Iiow strange then is the perver- 
son which makes the exception a rule, and 
But even Paul is 
wot always an exception. In Corinth, where 
ue preached the gospel freely, he says, “1 
have robbed other churches, taking wages 
And when I was 
present with you and wanted, I was charge- 
ebie to no man ; for that which was lack- 
ine to me, the brethren who came from Ma- 
? To the Philippians he 
ollowing beautiful acknowledg- 
‘in Thessalonica, ye Philippians 
Not 


great a snare to you as it isto them; be 


oOSses. 


lis, as Domestic missionaries. 


inthe minutes. The members of the Boarc 


present.” 


vember next.” 


er by the Moderator.” 


Extracts from the minutes of the Genera 
Committee. 


nyan, Johnson, Cook, Wilson, Edwards 
Marvin, Waldo, Mayrant, Ellis, Dargan 


ker. 


tary. 


Washington in April next, Dr. Furman anc 
William B. Johnson ; in case of failure J. B 
Cook and J. C. Harrison. 

Mr. Patrick M. Dowd, an applicant for 


examination and was admitted. 


them as follows: 
Education Fund, $6955 60. 
Fund, $1015 35. 


between the 


four Beneficiaries, as students. 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


36; restored, 7 
of members 3727. 


FROM ZION’S HERALD. 


The society was formed in 1819 ; and has 2° 
missionaries, who labour in 159 villages, 


which they have about 15,000 hearers. Yet 
there remain, in their respective neighbour- 
hoods, 145 villages, “ with an awfully igno- 
rant population of 60,000 souls, where they 
either cannot gain access, or have not time 
to preach.” ‘The society has established a 
mission to the Gyfisies; and taken measures 
to ascertain their routes, numbers, habits, 
&c.; and have paid some attention to the 
ignorant multitudes in the city of London.— 
| At Camden town, it is supposed that in 16 
weeks 15,000 persons heard the gospel, by 
means of tent preaching, numbers of whom 
would probably never otherwise have heard 
it. The wickedness of many villages is re- 
presented as very flagrant ; where Sabbath 
breaking, cock-fighting, bull-baiting, quar- 
relling, drunkenness and lewdness, generally 
prevail. The ‘l'reasurer ofthe Society writes, 
that the accounts he had received of the 
domestic missionary operations and success 
in this country had gladdened the hearts of 
his brother labourers. He proposés that 
the United Domestic Missionary Society in 
this country hold their monthly prayer 
meeting for the spread of the gospel at Aome, 
at the same time with theirs, viz. the third 
Monday in every month. ‘There has been 
no extensive agreement in the U. States to 
observe a day of prayer for this special ob- 
ject. Wethink, however, with the English 
Treasurer, that “ The Christians of both 
hemispheres meeting for mutual supplica- 
tions at the same time, would be a source of 
pleasure to us, and a delightful sight to our 
brethren in the skies.” 
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Summary of News. 








FOREIGN. 

| We have seen very little intelligence of a 
later date from Europe than was given in our 
last. ‘The: Revolutionists in Spain have met 
with several reverses; and the general opin- 
ion appears to be, that France will assist in 
overthrowing what of a liberal principle has 
been incorporated with the Spenish consti- 
tution. The information given in our last 
of the destruction of the Turkish admiral’s 
ship, and several other vessels of his squad- 
ron, by fire-ships under the management of 
Captain Canaris, a Grecian commander, has 
been fully confirmed. An article in a late 
French paper states that the British go- 
vernment has demanded of the Porte a re- 
cognition of the independence of Greece, 


New-York, Feb. 17. 


_ Pirates—Capt. Granger, from Matan- 
zas, informs that two vessels, sup 


American, had been captured by pirates 
16 miles to the westward of that place. 


The crews were tied in the rigging, the 
‘vessels set on fire, and all burned to- 


gether !! Capt. G. also informs, that Ma- 


orthy Brother was in a state} tanzas swarmed with pirates A few 


previou sto Rin ming, 7 attacked 
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truly sympathize with his bereaved afflicted) Kiyeston ( Jam.) J 

church, and orphan children, and wish 

them the supports of Providence and 
e ” 


On Wednesday, it was recommended to 
the members of the churches in connexion 
with this association, to release their ‘ser- 
vants from labour on days of public fasting 
and prayer, and of thanksgiving; and ar- 
rangements were made to unite with other 
religious denominations, to apply to the Ex- 
ecutive of this state, requesting that a day 
or days be appointed for these solemn pur- 


“The Board for the Home Mission re- 
ported, that they had, in the course of the 
year, employed Mr. Compere and Mr, El- 
That they 
had made some collections for the fund, and 
that the preaching of the latter appeared to 
have been much blessed in many destitute 
regions through which he had travelled— 
Whereupon, resolved, to continue our atten- 
tion to the Home Migsion: and also that 
the ‘Treasurer’s accw@int be stated at large 


for the past year are re-appointed for the 


The following Delegates appeared: Fur- 


Missildine, Waike, Brown, Rhame, Brea- 


Elected Dr. Furman, President; J. B. 
Cook, Recording Secretary; J. B. Fur- 
man, Treasurer and Corresponding Secre- 


Appointed as Delegates to the General 
Convention, which is to meet in the city of 


the churches’ bounty, underwent a regular 
Took an account of the Funds, and found 
Missionary 


In the course of the year, there have been 
transmitted to the Treasurer of the Gener- 
al Convention, $826 80 ; equally divided 
Education and Missionary 
Funds ; and $780 have been expended on 


Number of churches, 37 ; ordained min- 
isters, 18 ; licensed preachers, 5 ; baptized 
during the past year 117; received by let- 
ters, 42; dismissed, 75 ; excommunicated, 
; dead, 60; total number 


At the last anniversary of the London 
Home Missionary Society, an immense con- 
course of people attended. Three very large 
rooms were crowded to excess, and 30 min- 
isters and laymen addressed the meeting.— 


among a population of 80,000 souls, out of 
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stand that 23 of the crew of the schr. Gen. 
Montillo, who were brought into Port Royal 
a few weeks ago by the Hyperion frigate, 
of 42 guns, Capt. Lillicarp, have been com- 
mitted to the jail of Kingston, on a charge 
of piracy, and that seventeen of the crews 
of the pirate schrs. which we lately noticed 
to have been captured by the Tyn¢, of 26 
guns, Capt. Godfrey, have also been com- 
mitted, making altogether the number of 40 
a to.be tried at the ensuing Assizes 
r the crime. 

A Spanish brig was lately plundered of 
$10,000 off the coast of Cuba, by a pivatical 
schr. The captain and crew were very ill- 
treated. 


to sea. 


e 
ending 


deaths 
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Horrours of the Slave Trade-—The case 





4.—We under- | 4th ult. 
ed in the offing until the 11th, for an anchor. 

Com. Porter’s Squadron got under weigh, 
from its anchorage in H 
the afternoon of the 14th inst. and proceeded 


The deaths in Philadelphia, during the 
week ending on the 15th inst. amounted to 
62; of which 10 were occasioned by ¢on- 
ee of the lungs. 


of which were occasioned by consumption. 
For the week ending on the 8th inst. 64 


consumption, 
the 15th inst. 47 deaths occurred; 12 0 


at et 


All were well on board. She wait- 


ampton Roads, on 





deaths in New-York during the week 
on the Ist inst. amounted to 62; 15 


were reported ; of which 15 were by 
During the week ending on 


me, 


were by consumption. 








of the Portuguese schr. San Jose Hallacca, 
prize to Lt. Hagan of the Thistle, and con- 
demned in the Mixed Commission court, af- 
fords a melancholy instance of the unfeeling 
and atrocious manner in which the Slave 
1} Trade is carried on to leeward. This schr. 
or rather schr. boat, did not. measure seven 
tons burthen, was only twenty-eight feet 
long, and the space over the water casks, 
in which the miserable slaves in irons were 
stowed, was barely seventeen inches in 


From the information obtained by Lt. 


Hagan, in the river Calabar, and corrobo | 
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rated by the evidence taken in this colony, 
j|it appears that thirty negroes were put on 
board this boat in the Calabar; that ‘they 
were at sea nearly two mouths without be- 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 


WASHINGTON CLrY, 
1823, 





ing able to make Princes, when they put| === a an eee reread 





>| back to Calabar with the loss of ten negroes 
» | literally starved and crushed to death. It 
was at this period the boats of the Thistle 
made the seizure, and rescued the remain- 
ing twenty {vom the grasp of Duke Ephraim, 
in whose possession they then were. The 
state to which these poor creatures were re- 
duced when received on board the Thistle, 
Lt. Hagan describes as most dreadful ; the 
action of the irons on their arms and ankles, 
and the sores produced by the smail casks, 
on which they were stowed, added to their 
extreme state of emaciation and debility, 
presented altogether such a spectacle of 
horrour and suffering humanity as that offi- 
cer, long as he had been on this coast, never 
before witnessed. Six or eight of these vic- 
tims of slave-dealing cupidity, died on board 
the ‘lL histle on the passage to this port; the 
remainder were, of course, placed in the 
Hospitals, where we understand they are 
in a fair way of recovery. 
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Gunfiowder-—It is stated that the manu- 
facture of this article has recently been 
brought to such perfection in the United 
States, that the whole importation last year 
amounted to only 70,000 ibs. Onlya few 
years since 700,000 |bs were imported from 
Holland alene in one year. ; 

Ril prince 
Pyroligneous acid, passed through an iron | rather 
tube, drop by drop, in quick succession, 
heated to bright ignition, produces gas of an 
excellent quality, . This discovery was 
made by Mr. Leet, of Chester, and admits 
of considerable practical application, 


prairie 


cause ¢ 
The 
recent 


Our dispute with the British, relative to 
the eastern and northern divisional line be- 
tween Maine and the British provinces, re- 
mains unsettled. About 10,000 square miles 
constitute the territory in controversy. It is 
supposed that the controversy will be com- 
promised by negotiation, in preference to 
having it determined by an umpire a thou- 
sand leagues off. 


cessity 
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The Turks have lately pulled downa 
part of the glorious Parthenon at Athens, 
for the sake of the lead which is employed 
in the junction of the stones. This new 
dilapidation has strewed the ground with 
fragments of both sculpture and architec- 
ture. . 
ai in the 
Buenos Ayres. The Editors of the Na- 
tional Gazette have given a summary of the 
intelligence contained in a file of Buenos 
‘ayes papers to the 14th of November, from 
which it appears that things are assuming a 
more tranquil aspect ; the system of educa- 
tion, particularly the Lancastérian plan, is 
extending, and the government continucs its 
encroachments on the power and privileges 
of the Clergy. A system of laws was under 
deliberation, which even went so far as to 
forbid all persons from becoming Monks and 
Nuns. 


pidly. 


years. 
world, 
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More Bank notes burnt—We notice in a 
Kentucky paper, that on Monday,the 3d inst. 
two hundred and one thousand dollars, of 
the notes of the Commonwealth’s Branch 
Banks were committed to the flames, ac- 
cording to law. An amount somewhat lar- 
ger was expected from the Branches. 

More Revolutionary Sparks!—The gen- 
eral Assembly of Jamaica have presented 
an address to the king of England, that 
seems almost a transcript of the documents 
of our revolutionary day. ‘They profess a 
world of attachment to their lawful sover- 
eign ; but they inform him at the same time, 
that “amillion of people, and an hundred 
millions jot ake hag staked on the issue 
of that, tnat unless their remon- 
strances are -heard, the glory of his crown 
may be a second time dimmed by the loss 
of his islands in the west.” They say, that 
“they have not lost their loyalty even on the 
verge of destruction.” Surely language such 
as this, offered to a great and mighty mon- 
arch, would have been formerly answered 
from the mouths of his cannon. It would 
have been denominated treason and rebel- 
lion ; but in our day, different ideas have be- 
come tose roe 
they are bound to hear other sounds, than 
the soothing voice of flattery. Truth often | 
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serious attention, which the soundness of its 
doctrines and the importance of its sugges- 
tions demand. 


creasing at the rate of nearly half a million 


stantly bursting over its former boundaries, 
and rolling its deep current over the fertile 


vants ofthe cross, whom the church may 
send to these distant places? Shall these be 
abandoned to the undisturbed sway of the 


to increased activity in the promotion of the 


from which Baptists, also, may infer the ne- 


troit, and now Professor of Languages in 
Hamilton College, states on his own personal 
knowledge, that in the Michigan Territory, 
where there are several organized churches, 
and several important military posts, and 
about 15,000 inhabitants, there is no minis- 
ter, chaplain, nor missionary. 
Mr. Townsend, an aged and infirm mission- 
ary, who was assisted in his labours by the 
Rev. Daniel Gould, a young missionary from 
the East, is now left alone, and is the only 
clergyman of libera} education among 50,000 
inhabitants, in the state of Illinois. 
the most minute and authentic information, 


Missouri, containing a population of more 
than 300,000, seattered over a territory al- 
most three times as large as New England? 
there are but sixteen or seventeen Congre™ 
gational and Presbyterian ministers. Into all 
these states the tide of emigration flows ra~ 


have increased from one to fourfold in ten 


accompany and settle with every infant co- 
lony. And the wide spreading desolation is 
not only before us—but we are carried to 
particular churches already organized, and 
made to see them sitting solitary, and wast- 
ing away without pastors, without sacra- 
ments, and in the agonies of dissolution 
lifting their hands to us, and imploring aid. 


The Rev. Edward Hollister, who recently 
mace a tour in Missouri and Illinois, pre- 
sents an affecting picture of the spiritual 
necessities of the inhabitants. He remarks: 
A preacher is uniformly received with 
cordiality, and welcomed with many expres- 
sions of regard. His preaching is listened 
to with seriousness and solemnity, and the 


ledged_ with gratitude. In several places I 
met with little companies of Christians, shut 
out from their once high and precious pri- 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


have allowed a large space, in our 


paper of to-day, to the Circular Letter of 
the Georgia Baptist Association. We trust, 


er, that our readers will not be de- 
by its length, from giving to it that 


We felt unwilling to divide 
thereby weaken its force, 





WANT OF MINISTERS. 


It is a consideration, full of interest, that 


the population of our count ry is in- 


ly, the number of ministers in a course 


of preparation for their sacred functions is 
little more than sufficient to supply the va- 
cancies which from various causes are daily 


ing. We cannot look forward a few 
without feelings of anxious appr¢hen- 
The mighty tide of population is con- 


sof the West. \Vhere are the ser- 


of this world? Will not Christians 
be stimulated to fervent prayer, and 


of missions and education ? 
American Education Society, in their 
report, make the following remarks, 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 
4 proposition, which was before the Le- 
sure of Peansylvama, to appropriate 
bi, jduitars (138,000 Deing first proposed, 
‘id ia compleuae the Chesapeake alk 
yware Canal, has been r jected in the 
-o of Representatives of that state, atte 
gig UCIBy by 42 votes to 41. 
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4 the House of Representatives, on the 12th 
py, Mr, Warts, of Vermont, submitted 
filoving resolution, to wit : 
hed, That the Committee of Ways and 
ws be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
‘soy of appropriating and setting apart a 
ivr porton of the avails of the annual 
sf the public lands, for the purpose o' 
pilsingapeamanent mereasing fund; the 
nto which, after it shali have increased 
seven sum, shall he distributed for the 
piioa of Education, in the several states, 
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ticable.—All public laws, for 
of a free and enlightened people, ought to be 
so framed, as to afford the least possible in- 
,|aucement to the subjects of those laws, to 
evade their provisions. And the fewer, and 
the more simple, those laws, the better 7 
vided they be sufficient to secure to all, the | dent green-mountuineed ever ask or wish. 
enjoyment of their just rights.—In this coun- 
try, government was not established for the | to be dissatisfied. Th¢esentatives of this 
benefit and aggrandizement of a few, to the| extensive and growingublic will not, in 
oppression and degradation of the many, as is| considering this, or any subject, be infiu- 
the case in most other countries; but for the |enced by a narrow, ceded policy, nor by 
promotion of the prosperity and happiness of | /ocal prejudices; but inspy generous, liberal, 
all, The musty, stale, and pernicious doc-}and noble sentiments c 
trines of the divine right of sovereigns and|¢d and extended vidnd will lay a per- 
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country, in theory, been long since exploded— | those liberal and useftitutions, whose be- 
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should it be cotisidered ad just, that they, 
in participating the 
the distribution be machi 
view, according to 


’ iples of equal 
right and justice. i 


right and jus- 
inded, indepen- 


And, with equal right stice, none ought as 


act with enlarg- 


establishment of 





CON(ESS. 


SEWVE. 
Monparpruary 17. 


The Senate todp the bill from the 
Touse of Representies suppiementary co, 
and to amend, the jof 1799, to regulate | 
he collection of dufon imports and ton- 

nage, together ithe amendments recom- 
nended by the se¢ committee. These 
amendments were plained by Mr. Sinith, 
of Maryland, and agreed to, and the 
vill then, having Ops through, was or 

time. 

Mr. Southard, ygented the memorial of 
i namber of the ciens of Washington Ci- 


cer of said city ; hich petition was read 
‘The Senate tha@wvent into the considera- 
ion of ixecutiv@usiness ; and remained 


then 
Adjourned. 

Tvespi, February 18. 
Mr. Johnson, dKy. according to notice, 
isked leave and jtroduced a bill to alter 
the time of holdinithe District Court of the 
Jistrict of Kentu@y, which was twice read 
Dy UNanimeus congnt. 


tives, supplemen{ry to and to amend the 
act of 1799, to resfate the eollectiou of du- 
ies On imports an} tonnage, was read the 
nird time, as arnefled Sy the Senate, pass- 
d, and returned tothe House of Repre- 
sentatives, for comturrence in the amend- 
menc<ts. 
The Senate took up the resolution offer- 
-d by Mr. Johnson) of Kentucky, on Friday 
last ; and, after some discussion, having been 
modified, on the motion of Mr. J74ilds, to read 
as follows, it was agreed to, viz: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Ju- 


roceeded to consider the bill “ suppiemen- 
also, should be indludej the older states, oa to the acts to provide for certain 


ting the boxypntemplated—let | sons engaged in the land anc aval service 
taken into | during 


ment to the bill, an additional section, pro-|_ 
viding for a reduction of twenty per cent. on | foi 
the amounts hereafter to be paid to all the 
revolutionary pensioners ; which wasadopt-| ments reported to it by the Committee oa 
ed: when, th 

bill for a third reading, being taken, % was 
decided in the negative. 


the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bill to carry into effect the ninth article 0.) 
- the treaty concluded between the United | 
States and Spain, the 22d day of February, 
1819; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


reported a bill altering the terms of holding 


the District of Vermont; which was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a} 
third reading. 


solved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, Mr. Condic?, 0: 
New Jersey, in the chair, the resumption of | | 
the bill making appropriations for the sup- |‘ 
port of government, yesterday under consiu-{* 
eration, bemg the first business btfore tis 
committee— 


to insert an appropriation of 25,000 dojlars 
for the repair and preservation of the Cui- 
berland Road. 


per-j; an 
the revolutionary war.” 
otl 


the Senate. ] 
Mr. Lowrie, of Penn. offered as an amend- 


the question for engrossing the | th 


The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to- 


a 


HOUSE. 
Saturpar, February 15. 
Mr. Plumer, of New-Hampshire, from 


Mr. Plumer, from the same Committee, 


1e District Court of the United States for 


1 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. We Lane, the House re- 


The question pending before the Com- |‘ 
nittee was, on the motion of Mr, Z'rimodie, 











Mr. 7riméle withdrew his 
motion; when a debate ensued on tile pen- 
eral principle of the bill, which continued 
until the House 
Adjourned. 
Mownpar, February 17. 

The House agreed to meet at 11. o’clock, 
A. M. for the remainder of the session. - 
Mr. Jackson, of Virginia, oifered the tol- 
lowing resolution : = 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be instructed to communicate to Con 
gress the amount of money appropriated for 
the read from Cumberland to Onio, desig- 
nating what proportion of the same was ¢x- 
pended in the surveying and location, Con- 
struction and repairs, of the road; also, 
waat part of it was paid to superintendents 
and tueir assistants for misceliancous ana 
contingent purposes; and whether any part 
_aereot is yet unaccounted for, remains lic 





pill all the acts of Congress relative to the 


boi is, to the repre — body politic, | tizens, with knowledge and virtue—these are | mode of effecting that object, and also of ef- 
presen ine natura’ body, necessary \the legitimate fortifications of a Republic. 
May existence ; without wi.ch, it would | say, sir, with those natural enemies expelled, | ditions, as will, in their opinion, combi < 


bop—ant die. Kducation ought to be | and with these fortifications established, though 


iceting such changes, modifications, and ac- 


aost efficiency, promptitude, and econom -, 


imsidered, in its broadest sense, as not! al} the powers on earth, combined, , mit as- | in the administration of justice. 


fbncing bterary and scientific, but po-} sail, they could not prevail against you. Know- 


Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, from the 


mort, and religious instruction. On| ledge and virtue, generally diffuse’ through-}] Committee on Military Affairs, to which 


+ glee in, this light, depends all} out all classes of the community, will preserve, 
® good and great, magnanimous and | jn its purity, the elective franchise. A virtuous |} J 


woriy, in the human ciaracter, and 
pally portant, to the social state of man. 
rpudligan institutions of this country are 
mcd upon the virtue and intelligence of 
pe; and on the maintenance, and pre- 
Smof that foundation, will their perpe- 
“pend.—Let the great body of the peo- 
pe well informed, and their ioral charac- 
peerved, they will know and understand 
‘Sehts and privileges. A correct moral 
ve will always pfompt them to a faithful 
mance Of civil and social duties, which 
mevitably, ensure the enjoyment of those 
: ud priileges.—Our wise and virtuous 
sssors have always had respect to the 
woe of education to a free people ; 
miccng the conditions of admission of 
Bates into the Union, they have wisel 
* “at a portion of the public lands | 
, 9 apart, for the promotion of edu- 
— Siatcs.—Is it not sincerely to 
dh ‘those who have the power, at 
7 . Pi will follow their example ?— 
Sem the good work, and will 
ai and exact justice to all —How 
4 states, or those for whose beneiit, 
Fh of education, the national 
te hot made appropriations of 
srg oh claim, to the new, or 
s cnent such appropriations 
« Nitade, L will not no. poses to say ; 
t. Speaker, 1 will say, that, in my 


the p: 


tion. 
intelligence: 


pore 





ta the national government 
Wiser act, than, no 
% j » how, to set 
Phage the avails of the-annu 
clands, for the est 
: ‘the nd, or the promo 
ie yt States, according to the, 
. “eal equity.—As a matter 
é or is the first great national 


falli—and crumble to runs. 


materials of 


was referred the resolution of the 17th of 
January on the subject, recommended the 


and enlightencd people, uninfluenced by any adoption of the following resolution : 
improper excitement, will usually elect their 


wisest and best men for office. 

Much has been said and written, by great and 
good men, with respect to ‘he importance of 
the people of this country’s forming a national 
character, The military and naval character 
of this country, I trust, is now not a whit be- 
hind the chiefest—and a general diffusion of 
knowledge and virtue, would soon add a imo- 
ral and literary character to this nation, more 
uniform and glorious, than ever adorned any . 
nation, of ancient or modern date. Knowledge }the Patuxent river, to ascertain a proper 
and virtue may be considered, sir, as the solid | site for a fortification, and to lay the same 
resources of the nation—they will provide for | before the Senate, with a pian of the saine, 
yment of your public debt, and will sus-| the number of guns and mortars which may 
tain every expense compatible with the honour, | be requisite, and an estimate of the sum 
dignity, prosperity, and happiness of the na-|ihat will he necessary to erect and complete 

These, sir, are treasures, with which | the works. 

millions, nay, with which all the riches of 
Potosi, and all the treasures of Golconda, will} tion of the bill to authorize the President of 
not |year a comparison. Finally, sir, virtue and 
are the two great pillars on 
which rests your republican edifice; the ark of 
your political safety, which was projected -by 
superior wisdom, and erected by the purest 
which were 
ought with the choicest blood that ever 
sprinkled the altar of liberty: and unless, sir, 
xese pillars are constantly kept well propped 
and gvarded, your fabric, which stands without 
a parallel in the history of nations, and the ad- 
miration of the civilized world, will totter— 
The importance 
ual sales /of the subject is leading me too far, “But, sir, 
ablishment of a] if the view taken of the importance of educa- 
ton of educa-| tion, be correct, it isa subjecton which this 
legislature ought to dwell, and well consider. 
Although, considering the present state of the 
national resources, it might not be wise and 


Resolved, That the President be request- 
ed to cause to be laid before the Senate, at 
the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, the plan of the fortification con- 
templated to be erected at St. Mary’s river 
within the Potomac, with an estimate of 
the sum necessary to complete the same, 
and the number of cannon and mortars in- 
tended for the works; and also tiat he be 
requested to cause a survey to be made ot 


The Senate then resumed the considera- 


the United States to offer at public sale the 
salt springs and lead mines of the United 
Siates, and the public land contiguous 
thereto. 

Mr. Dickerson moved to strike out the 
first section of the bill, and to insert a sub- 
stiuite, providing, in substance, that the 
President of the United States be authorized 
to appoint some fit skilled in miner- 
alogy, for the space of"three years, for 
the purpose of examining and reporting 
irom time to time, on the mines and miner- 
als of the States of Missouri and I}linois, and 
Territory of Michigan ; and allowing him a 
salary therefor. 

After some discussion, the Senate 
Adjourned. 


Wepnespar, February 19. 


upon <r and have been carried to 
surplus fund, 

Be pare lve. on the mation of Mr” was 
agtedtt {5 By eheral consent. 
The bill providing for the adjustment of 
the accounts of (the Vice President) Damel 
D. Tompkins, late Governor of the State of 
‘ew-York ; was taken up, and ordered to 
be en d and read a third time. 
Mr. Johnsion, of Louisiana, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which he wished to lie on 
the table one day. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval 
Affairs be instructed to provide two Steam 
Batteries for the defence of the Mississippi 
river. 
An engrossed bill to alter the times of 
holding the District Court of the United 
States for the District of Vermont, was read 
a third time, PASSED, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then again resolved into a 
Committee of the Whole, on the State of 
the Union, Mr. Condict, of New Jersey, in 
the chair, on the unfinished business of Sat- 
urday, being a bill to make appropriations 
in part, for the support of the government— 
1 motion pending to strike out the proposed 
appropriation of $10,000 for continuing the 
location of the western national road from 
Wheeling to the Mississippi. 

The question on striking it out was taken, 
and it was determined in the affirmative— 
ayes 85. 

Mr. MeLane moved to amend the bill, by 
inserting an appropriation of $5000, to in- 
demnify the Corporation of Washington 
City for making certain improvements ad- 
jacent to public property therein. 

It was decided in the affirmative—ayes 77. 

Mr. McLane moved also to amend the 
bill, by inserting an appropriation of 20,000 
dollars, to carry into execution the 9th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of Ghent; which motion 
was agreed to. 

‘The Committee took up the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Navy 

the United States, for 1823. 

An item of $50,000 was proposed to the 


; 1 &e, . F cimabin ie re ‘ ++ 
Jnited States,” were severally réad a thira 


which 
without amendment, 


Che bill sipplementary to, and to amend} 
act, entitled “ an act to regulate the ook 


lection of dutics on imports and tonnage,” 
[This] passed the 2d day of March, 1799, and fur 
bill had passed in the House of Representa- 
tives, and had been 
amendment, by the Committee on Pensions 


1er purposes, also returned fromi the Sc- 


reported, without} nate with sundry amendments, was reer 
red to the Committee of Ways and Meaws. 
‘The appropriation bill was then taken up, 
and all the amendments were agreed to. 


r 


Che House then took up the bill providing 
r the support of the Navy of the Unite: 


States, for 1823, tezether with the amend 


e Whole. 
Fhese amendments were collectively 


agreed to, and the. bill was ordered to b 
‘grossed and read a thitd time to-mdp- 
morrow. 0 


Ww. 
Adjourned. 
Wepvespar, February 19. 


rye: 


he engrossed bil] “ making appropria 


ion for the support of government fer the 
year 1825, 


yriations for the support of the Navy of the 


” and the bill “making appro- 


ca 


ne, PASSED, and Sent.to tlic Senate for its 


concurrence. 


jac will from thé Senate to extend the 


‘harter of the Méchanics’ Bank of Alexane 
lria, was read a third time and PASSED. 


Che bill from the Senate to appropriate 


25,000 dollars for the repair and preserva- 
tion of 


the Cumberland road was takeu 
p ; and a debate ensued, at the conclusion o*, 
the Committee reported the bill 


Adjourned. 
TuurspAr, February 20. 


Mr. AltcLene, from the Committee ot 


Ways and Means, reported a bill to carr, 


nto effect the convention of navigation anc’ 
commerce between the United States and 


France, concluded at Waslington on ti 
2ath of June, 1822; which was read twice 


ind committed to a Committee of the W hole 


on the state of the Union. 


Considerable business, not of general im- 


portance, was despatched this day. 


\djourned. 
Fripar, February 21. 

Mr. Watworth, from the Military Com-~ 
mittee, submitted the following resolution, 
Resolved, that it ts expedient to increas? 
the annual appropriation for arming the 
militia, for the yeer 1825, to 20,000 dollars. 
Committed. 
Mr, .Velson, from the Committee on Com~ 
merce, reported a bill from the Senate, re- 
lating to commercial intercourse with cer 

J» British colonial ports, without amenc- 
ment. 
iv. Metcalfe, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred a part 
of the President’s Message relating to that 
subject, made a report, which was ordered 
to be printed and laid on the table. 
REVOLUTIONARY LAND WARRANTS. 


The House resumed the consideration oi 
the bill extending the time for issuing and 
locating military land warrants to officets 
ant SOIMiers of the revolutionary army, 
being the unfinished business of yesterday ; 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

REPAIR OF THE CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The unfivished business of Wednesday- 
was next in order, being the bil! appropriat- 
ing 25,000 for the repair of the Cumber- 
land Road ; which, after some debate, was 
ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
MILITARY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole, Mr. Zaylor, in the Chair, 
on the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the military establishment for 
1823. After a long discussion the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Adjourned. ; 


ee 


*,* The Rev. Dr. Staughton will perform 
divine service in the Rev. Mr. Brown's 
meeting-house, to-morrow morning, at 13 
o’clock. After the sermon, a collection wil? 
be taken for missionary purposes. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, 
iG We are reluctantly obliged to defer 
till our next the communication of “ Storr,” 
in answer to “ Granville.” 
J9*T he favours of our two correspondent, 
who have each chosen the signature “ 7he- 
ofthilus,” shall be attended to in our next, 
i= The length of Mr. White’s Speech 
has excluded several interesting articles. 
We have on hand much valuable matter, 
which we are obliged to postpene till ti 
session of Gongress shall have closed, _ 


A + 
DID, ; 
On Friday afternoon, the 14tb inst. in 


i rpose of tructing docks |47th year of his age, Mr. Samuse Res, la 
Leo 2 the Navy Yard: in” Wash, Editor of the Philadelphia Gazette. ‘i 
ington, connected with Rodgers’ Marine} On the 28th of January last, at the Cherokee 
Rail Way, or Inclined Plane, on which aj Agency, Gol. Reruxn JonaTuan Mrres. He 
discussion took place. was a native of Connecticut, aod after serving 

On agreeing théreto, it was decided in the | his country during the Revolution, with em 
affirmative—ayes 87. gallantry and honour, he removed to the State 

Having gone through the details of this|of Ohio, then a wilderness. His services t 
bill— the infant ee cane ce of the most impo’. 

ommi orted it as} tant character ; in the capacity of Agent 
scaielied eee tat =~ Cherokee station, he we gs the h 
j t a dis- fest degree confiience in that nation, 
| Bi a a all ST ccyndnieane Gia whom he was emphatically denominated *"Tan® 
; i in the Committee, excepting two items: but, Wurrs Pata.” fn all cases they réver 
L : The Senate pr before taking the question to agree with the |@8 their Father, and obeyed his counsel as an 
Sncten it of sch ¥ limportance, s tion of the bill to Comittee on these two-excepted items, | “?érring guide. " 
Oe use | intimately connected witli the : )| of the accounts 0 : sng | A insition sae wade wadjoers. : eit 
| Respaneap sd At the request of Mt. Zrimdle, of Ke-} — Ti]umination of Peale’s 
third Gane, tucky, nace to er pant Ate ye y 
PNG | drawn, for the parpo: considering the nh ae 
draw, for the perpose of cuaitring Se} §~COURT OF DEATH, 
"09 Corner of Eleventh Sineet and Pennsylvatiea 
_ . wannie, 


De I Vice President of the United 
er Sic isan tem en ama ec eh 
and sent to the Senate for its concurrence. ]the public are respectfully informed, that 
; | subition will open fur that purpose, this 
oe to continue, daring the season, open . 
‘Admittance 25 cents. ‘Tickets for the # 
, sly 5U cents, Chaldcen, 9s uawal, Ralf ec. 
Golumbia, to whigh wat referre." Feb. ©, i ~~ 


eM hendtheir * republican government politic, to appropriate a sum of money, for the 
tole vine Keep the ak oses of. education, I do contend, sir, that 


virtuous and well informs ald be wine. 
laws on your statute book. pre cage oy 


DON} The Vice President having left the city, 
: the Senate chose the Hon. John Gaillard, 
President of the Senate ro tempore. 

Mr. Re #, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which: was refi the bill from 
the House of Representatives, to provide for 
the esi i the accounts of Daniel D. 
Tompkins, Governor of the State of 
New-York, reported the same, without 


: ——, in the way 
SSSA Measure hac to lay the foundation for the esta- 
we Dena! op pecattie Nps eo lishment of a Heamenictame = 4 for the pro- 
ee be known N28 punishment | motion of so all-important.an object. An ex- 
EEC and easier, by the tlt Is cer-| pression of this kind, by the national govern- 
8 of Beatle prevent sO #4: ment, would add weight and importance to the 
the natural body. then ward) subject. It would encourage the state 

| oo Stadicate the Pol an to be} veraments to increas. their endeavours, and to 
Bay na soMed in the system. when in-| persevere in their laudable exertions, for the | , nendment. , 
in ite, pw: stem, ae with | ion of education, within their respect | 4 qiourned. 
ip) 2d and Who Set, Sind lens €2-Tige jurisdictions. Although education is a ? ) : -- 

gee the virti subject which the national government will} TnvrsDar, February 20. 


> and intelligence of the |. ti inter- 
. Td monn preveut the intreduct not undertake to control, nor will they inter 


% 

















: | Tonspar, February 8. 
as MECHANICS’ BAW, 90 
“Mr. Kent, from the Comunittee on th 


dee De 
Ne 








THE DIAL. 

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
FTis shadow, on the Dial’s face, 
That steals from day to day, 
With slow, unseen, unceasing pace, 
Moments, and months, and years away ; 
This shadow, which, in every clime, 
Since light and motion first begun, 
Hath held its course sublime ; 
‘What is it ?—Mortal man ! 
It is the scythe of time, 
A shadow only to the eye; 
Yet in its calm career, 
It levels all beneath the eky ; 
And still, through each succeeding year, 
Right onward, with resistless power, 
Its strokes shall darken every hour, 
‘Till nature's race be run, 
And its last motion shall eclipse the sun. 


Nor only o’er the Dial’s face, 
The silent shade, from day to day, 
With slow, unseen, unceasing pace, 
Steals moments, months and years away. 
From hoary rock and aged tree, 
¥rom proud Palmyra’s mouldering walis, 
From Teneriffe towering o’er the sea, 
From ev’ry blade of grass that falls, 
For, O! where’er a shadow sweeps, 
The Scythe of Time destroys, 
And man at every footstep weeps 
O’er evanescent Joys ; 


Like flowers glittering with the dews of morn, 


Wair for « moment, then for ever shorn; 
—~Ah! soon beneath the inevitable blow, 
{too shall lie in dust and darkness low. 


fhen Time, the conqueror, will suspend 
His scythe, a trophy, o’er my tomb, 

Whose moving shadow shall portend, 

fach frail beholder’s doom. 

O’er the wide earth’s illumin’d space, 
Though 'Time’s trumphant flight be shown, 
The truest index on its face, 

Points from the church-yard Stone. 


THE COL 


te ee ee 





than that mysteries are inseparable from 
the religion of a sinful creature. We need 
look to no higher instructors than reason 
and nature, to learn that God is 


upon principles 
of unerring rectitude; and we ner Si 
listen to the voice of conscience to be over- 
whelmed with the conviction, that we are 
sinners, and have exposed ourselves to the 


source can reason borrow a ray of comfort 
for a sinful creature in these alarming cir- 
cumstances? Reason teaches that God is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity; that his 
justice requires that every transgressor of 


a Being of 
infinite vinden tesliaies and justice-—that 
his government is conducted 


wrath of God. Now let me ask, from what 


tribunal of PASO 
whether that m 
consisten 


acknowledge m 
of vegetation, or 
the tempest, is 
and yet turn his bhon 
tempt, when he} th 
might most natu 
lation of the Divin 


cordial and devou 
practically belicvirpm, that is, by 
ceiving the testimaich God has given 


, who 


or 


" a. 
aPxXD 


The mysteries 


he. 


acter and 


faines 


isi: site edad 
agp 49 of in- | dowment of Academies, Colleges and Uni- 
s his God as well | versities, is a provision not merely for the 


as re, or he who can ape Rapper , but for succeeding ones 

in the green fields} also; that in governments like ours a con- 
desglating b 
own existence ;| free scope 


where they|over, how much 


for our 


ess. It is by 


his law should be most fearfully punish 


broad distinction should be made betw 








out admitting a mystery ? 


place ; for it is contrary to the nature 
God to do what is not just. 


Justice and mercy must unite in the divir 





qpetqacees 





SHiscellany. 
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YROM THE CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR, 
MYSTERIES INSEPARABLE FROM THE RE- 
LIGION OF A SINFUL CREATURE. 

( Concluded. ) 


Having said thus much of the meaning of 


the term ‘mysteries,’ I will now offer a few 
tmarks upon the reasonableness of our re- 
ceiving those truths of revelation, which in- 
volve mysteries. 

And here I would observe, that if we 
were left to form our opinion concerning a 
révelation which God should make, with 
that knowledge of his character which is 
tyrnished by the light of nature, we could 
got avoid the conclusion that it would in 
spme way or other be connected with mys- 
ieries. Let it. be remembered that the 
Being from whom thie revelation comes ic 
infinite ; and that the beings te whom it is 
sent are but creatures of yesterday. Now 
sho does not see that antecedently to all 
experience, such a revelation might re ex- 
ected to mtroduce the mind of man into a 
‘Sela of mysteries ; that is, to make him par- 

‘ally acquainted with many truths which 
fae would be unable to trace in all their 


such a being, as reason and conscience pro- 
founce God to be, were to give to the world 
a revelation, or rather if we were to receive 
due professing to come from him, which 
Brought to light no truths that were not en- 
firely within the reach of human intellect, 
who of us would not say that it lacked an 
jiiportant evidence of authenticity from its 
not being conformed to those notions of the 
Character of God, wich we derive from 
natural religion? Reason and nature teach 
us that God's wayS are above our ways, and 
is thoughts above our thoughts. If he con- 
wee ‘to reveal himself to us, what else 
can we expect, but that the revelation should 
in some degree the impress of his own 
aracter. 

But these conclusions which we might col- 
lect from abstract views of the character of 
God, would be greatly corroborated by a 
little attention to the works of nature and 
thé operations of providence. I would invite 
the man who dares to open his mouth either 
th ridicule or to cavil at the mysteries of 
revelation, to hold a season of communion 
wit his own heart, and see whether he may 
got find mysteries, without going into the 

ince of religion, or even beyond himself. 

him account for the beating of that 
pulse, for the heaving of those iungs, for the 
power by which he speaks, or thinks, or 
moves. te he is tempted to disbelieve, be- 
éause he cannot account. for the threefold 
distinction which revelation attributes to the 
Godhead, let lyim look within himself, and 
golve another mystery, of the reality of 
which, his own consciousness will not allow 
him to doubt—the threefold'union of body 
apd sou} and spirit. Or let him look abroad 
the face of nature, and solve the mys- 
teries which there crowd upon his eye in 
“ery direction. Let him tell us what is 
‘hature of that influence which is exert- 

by the heavenly bodies upon our world, 
¢ elope those secret en = 
depends the mysterious process of vegeta- 
tjon ; or solve ‘he various phenomena which 
are presented by the winds, If he has de- 
ined to doubt every thing 

is mysterious, he will, if he is consist- 


i ome, by doubting of his own 

NICE : rated assail every mys- 
fiols truth with ridicule; he had better 
t out in his foolish and monstrous employ- 
t by laughing at himself ;—by ridiculing 
power by which-he walks abroad, or 
e keace of sleep in refreshing his body. 
truth is, that there is fiothing in all the 

of nature providence that does 


ries, and the rejection of the means of eter 
nal life. 


I proceed to notice very briefly the man 
ner in which the mysterics of the gospel ar 


to be received, order to become a means of 


our sanctification. When I speak here o 
‘the mysteries of the gospel,’ I refer, (to re 


peat what has already been advanced,) to 


those truths, which, however clear in them 


selves so far as they are revealed, involve 
many other truths, concerning which rea- 
son can do nothing more than conjecture. 
Strictly speaking, it is the truths which are} 20S "°° 
not revealed, not those which are, that are|i"% 'r the State a ge oo egy aegis 
bracing every class of citizens, and every 
grade and department of knowledge. No 
= se 
—— at large have 
no interest in the establishment of Acade- 
mies, Colleges and Universities, where a 
few only, and those not of the poorer clas- 
ses, can obtain for their sons the advaniage 
It is thought to be 
unjust that all should be taxed for the bene- 
fit of a part, and that too the part least need- 
i If provisions were not made at the 
same time, for every part, the objection 
would be a natural one; but, besides the 
consideration, when the higher seminaries 
belong to a plan of general education, that 
oorer classes to have 
the aid of the richer by a general tax on 


now to be regarded as mysteries. 


mysteries Of The Viwie, vy vows cus ww 


jects of our faith, may also become the means 
of our sanctification, I would suggest the 
wholesome caution, ‘not to be wise above 
The doctrine of a 
future resurrection, for instance, may be a 
powerful means of sanctification. But how 
does it thus operate? By being received in 
boundless extent and infmite connexions. If fits naked simplicity. It is not by curious 
and metaphysical speculations concerning 


that which is written.’ 


personal identity, that the believer is quick- 


ened, and comforted, and has his thoughts 
drawn out towards the heavenly world ; but 


it is by the simple fact, confirmed by the 
best evidence, that his body,though sown in 
corruption, shall be raised in incorruption. 
It is not:by any researches into the myste- 
ries of the divine government, by —— 
our inquiries concerning the nature of atone- 
ment or substitution, or the complex cha- 
racter of Christ, beyond the limits prescrib- 
ed by revelation, that we obtain relief from 
the pangs of remorse, and have our souls 
filled with heavenly consolation; it is by 
simply receiving, with sincerity and thank- 
fulness, the truth that Jesus Christ has made 
an atonement, in virtue of which there is 
salvation even for the chief of sinners. 
Enough has been revealed on these wonder- 
ful subjects, if we improve it aright, to 
guide us to heaven, and all beyond this, if 
we knew it, might perhaps in this stage of 
our existence, serve only for the gratifica- 
tion of an idle curiosity; and probably it 
could never be revealed without a vast en- 
largement of our present comprehension. 
Let the man, then, who would make a pro- 
per improvement of the mysteries of the 
gospel, believe thein with all his heart, so 
tar as they are revealed, and let him never 
be so unreasonable as to reject what is clear, 
because he cannot understand what is dark. 
May it not be told in the judgment, con- 
cerning any reader of this article, that he 
ungratefully refused the gift of a Saviour 
and sunk down to eternal perdition, because 
his curiosity was not permitted to explore 
all the mysteries of that plan by which sal- 
vation was offered to him. 

How reasonable does this view of the 
mysteries of the gospel show the Christian 
faith to be. It is no uncommon thing for 
Christians to be ridiculed for their credulity 
in admitting certain truths in revelation, 
which, in all their connexions and bearin 
they cannot fully comprehend. But who 
art thou, presumptuous mortal, that bring- 
est this high charge against the believer of 
mysteries? If it is not credulity to believe 
upon the authority of a God of truth, then 
withdraw your charge; for the Christian 
does no more. He only believes what God 
has spoken. If, because he believes the 
truths of revelation, you consider him bound 
to unfold to you those truths in all their end- 


less connexions, and to conduct vou into], 


those boundless regions of ur mys- 
wet ge ah gt apeney ae oto Ba 
lored, then you are a 5 ‘ 
ag tn be coversa wich dante that ou 
should have indulged so flimsy an imagina- 
tion? But how is it that ro ee k so 
i anifest so Sate: 
assent to the mys- 
volts from such ities, why are you.so, 
weak as to admit those numberless myste- 
ries which are scattered over the whole 
field of creation and Providence? Wh 





Ss aca 


and that his wisdom dictates, for the honour 
or even support of his government, that a 


the final allotments of the good and the bad. 
Suppose now, as is actually the case, that 
some plan should be devised by the infinite 
mind, by which the sinner should be par- 
doned, and not only pardoned but crowned 
)with glory and honour; and suppose that 
this plan, instead of operating to beat down 
the pillars of the divine government, should 
reflect a new lustre on all the attributes of 
the Godhead. Can you “~ »0se this with- 

t the only doc- 
trine which reason teaches in regard to sin- 
ful man is, that he must be punished to the 
full extent of his transgressions, surely that 
scheme by which the penalty is remitted, 
and the smner redeemed, must be far above 
the reach of reason. Until reason can solve 
the problem, how it is right and just that the 
sinner should be punished, and at the same 
time, how it is right and just that he should 
be exempted from punishment ; there must 
necessarily be a mystery in man’s redemp- 
tion: for unless it were right and just that 
the sinner should be punished, then. it were ; 
not an act of mercy in God to deliver him 
from punishment: the whole work of re- 
demption would be a cumbrous and unne- 
cessary provision, And if it were not some- 
{how agreeable to the dictates of infinite 
justice that the sinner should be pardoned 
and the penalty of the law averted, it is im- 
possible that this should ever have taken 


Here then, we 
are shut up to the admission of a mystery. 


government, or the sinner must inevitably 
be punished ; and yet reason knows no way 
of reconciling them. Do we not then ar- 
=: |Tive at the conclusion that the religion of a 
sinner must, from the very nature of the 
case, involve mysteries ; and are we not ieft 
to choose between the admission of myste- 


In respect to the manner in which the 


| commended 


us of his Son, thafnust be qualified to 
sit down with the Hmer on his throne. 
Let us take care, |how we trifle with 
the mysteries of Rétion ; how we ar- 
raign the wisdom ojEternal, to give an 
account of his infinijns at the bar of our 
own reason, Let we care that we do 
not even think irrgntly of those won- 
derful truths, whickt the foundation of 
the sinner’s hope. ye a thousand times 
safer to bare our boj to the lightning of 
heaven, than profaito touch one of the 
sacred mysteries whre connected with 
the scheme of redtion. We are not 
called upon to underg our rational pow- 
ers, but only to exte them within the 
sphere in which theyre designed to ope- 
rate ; hot in attemp| to penetrate the 
Divine counsels, buj receiving Divine 
truth with the simyly of a little child. 
And while we learn t/bmit our reason to 
the wisdom of God,jus take care that 
our hearts also are brft into willing sub- 
jection to his authoritthen may we look 
forward with confidendthat world, where 
we shall see as we ure jp, and one myste- 
ry after another will eve unfolding to our 
astonished and enrapti t view. 
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Aug. 4, 1822. 
Dear Sir—I 


of | Circular to which it refed 


ic 


gives. 


a 
c 


parate member of the Anerican family. 
rapid growth and signal prosperity in thi 


which is not a little enhanced by the en 
lightened patrictism which is now provid 


GERRY ROK £SrhaiD- atiwaD the one 
of the subject, that the 


of superior education, 


ing it. 


it is better for the 


property, than that every parent should pro- 
vide at his own expense for the education of 
his children, it is certain that.every class is 


‘interested in establishments which give to 
the human mind its highest improvements, 
and to every country its truest and most du- 


rable celebrity. 


best security against crafty and dangerous 
encroachments on the public liberty. ‘They 
are nurseries of skilful teachers, for the} 
schools distributed throughout the commu- 
nity. They are themselves schools for the 
particular talents required for some of the 


public trusts, on the able execution of which 
the welfare of the people depends. , They 
multiply the educated individuals from 
among whom the peuple may elect a due 
portion of their public agents of every de- 
scription, more especially of those who are 
to frame the laws, by the perspicuity, the 
consistency andthe stability, as well as by 
the just and equal spirit of which, the great 
social purposes are to be answered. 

Without such institutions, the more costly 
of which can. scarcely be provided by i 
vidual means, none but the few whose wealth 
enables them to su et their sons abroad, 
can give them the fullest education ; and in 
proportion as this is done, the influence is 
monopolized, which superior information 
every where sses; At c r and 
nearer seats of learning, parents with slen- 
der incomes may place their sons in a course 
of education putting them on a level with 
the sons of the nets Se eae who 
are without rty, or with but little, must 
be paslindly sieenicst in a sy which 
unites with the more learned tions a 
provision for diffusing through the entire so- 
ciety, the education needed for the common 


Se. A system comprising the 
institutions, may be still er re- 
to the more ert class of 


bl of Virginia, 

assem 

a committee* thee -appoint- 

genius of republican i It 
of a “ bill for the more : 

re 1owledge,” that wherever og 


citizens, 


of his 


ly sl it be necessary in this 
to distinguish society into classes 
according to their, property >—~When it is 
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Letter of Mr. Madisoladdressed to the 
Chairman of the Sch4Committee of the 


some days ago, 
your letter of June 30tfand the printed 


The liberal approprijns made by the 
legislature of Kentucky,or a general sys- 
tem of education, cann¢be too much ap- 
plauded. A popular g@rnment without 
popular information, orghe means of ac- 
quiring it, is but a prolae to a farce or a 
tragedy or perhaps bot} Knowledge will 
ever govern ignorance ; ad a people who 
mean to be their own gdernors, must arm 
themselves with the powewhich knowledge 


I have always felt a gore than ordinary 
interest in the destinies offentucky. Among 
her earliest settlers wer some of my par- 
ticular friends and neighbours; and I was 
f myself among the forenost advocates for 

submitting to the will of he “ District,” the 
question and the time d its becoming a se- 
lts 


character have afforded me much pleasure, 


considered that the establishment and en- 





stant rotation of property results from the 
of industry 


but for their posterity, 
for objections from - 
of which every class rust h 


to a permanent plan for the education of the 


day 
himself. It does not require 


witness these vicissitudes ot fortune. 


mity involved in competition among States, 
alien to each other. 
may perceive, is not without its 
several important respects: and im none 
ought it to be more felt, than in the merit 
of diffusing the light and the advantages o% 
ublic instruction. In the example, there- 
ore, which Kentucky 1s presenting, she not 
only consults her own welfare, but 1s giving 
an impulse to any of her sisters, who may 
be behind her in the noble career. 
Throughout the civilized world, nations 
are courting the praise of fostering science 
and the useful arts; and are opening their 
eyes to the principles and the blessings of 
representative government.—The Ameri- 
can people owe it to themselves, and to the 
cause of free government, to prove by their 
establishments for the advancement and dif- 
fusion of knowledge, that their political m- 
stitutions, which are attracting observation 
from every quarter, and are respected as 
models by the new born States im our own 
hemisphere, are as favourable to the intel- 
lectual and moral improvement of man, as 
they are conformable to his individual and 
social rights. What spectacle can be more 
edifying or more seasonable, than that or 
Liberty and Learning, each leaning on the 
other for their mutual and surest support ? 
The cemmittee, of which your name Is the 
first, have taken a very judicious course, i 
endeavouring to avail Kentucky of the ex- 
perience of elder States in modifying her 
schools. I enclose extracts from the laws 
of Virginia on that subject ; though I pre- 
sume they will give little aid; the less, as 
they have as yet been imperfectly carried 
into execution—The States where such sys- 
tems have been long in operation, will fur- 
nish much better answers to many of the 
inquiries stated in your Circular. But after 
all, such is the diversity of local circum- 
stances, particularly as the population varies 
in density and sparseness, that the details 
suited to some, may be little so to others. 
S| As the population, however, is becoming 
less and less sparse, and it may be well, in 
-|laying the foundation of a good system, to 
-|have a view to this progressive change, 
much attention seems due to examples in 
the Eastern states, where the peopie are 
most compact, and where there has been 
the, Jongest experience im plans of popular 


I know not that I can offer, on the oc- 
casion, any suggestion not likely to occur to 
the committee—Were Ito hazard one, it 
woulc be in favour of adding to reading, 
writing and arithmetic, to which the in 

struction of the poor is commonly limited, 
some knowledge of geography, such as can 
easily be conveyed by a globe and map, and 
a concise geographical grammar. And how 
easily and quickly might a general idea 
even be conveyed of the solar system, by 
the aid of a planetarian of the cheapest con- 
struction. No information seems better cal- 
culated to expand the mind and gratify cu- 
riosity, than what would thus be imparted. 


themselves acquainy 
in another. 


ample, towards Cstablishing 


correct moral pring; 
and from the laws of | generation. ies 


them with con- inheritance ; and when it is considertd, more-jare hereafter to be R Sats > 
of the exertions and pri-| power which wenow ex.” 
ected, in a reve-| vations of all are meant, not for themselves, | inducement to moral recs. 
there can be little} vering industry w 
class, to plans | free government, estabiia,, 
ave its turn of|of all, whose honours 
by re-| benefits. ‘The rich man, when contributing | be claimed exclusively by 


oor, ought to reflect that he is providing }1 


r that of hig own descendants ; and the} public peace 
poor man who concurs in a provision for} rity, than is 
those who are not poor, that at no distant | formed in early life, ang 
it may be enjoyed by descendants fromthe partialities result 
a long life to} tion. 
selves, ensuring the obge 
. , Wanmthe fonr ithe ‘ Le 

It is among the happy peculiarities of our | of others, and a perfor 
Union, that the States composing it derive |arismg from a com 
from their relations to each other, and to the Industrious habits, 
whole, a salutary emulation, without the en- | panied 
r curing private esteem 
This emulation, we| ble in those 
influence in | patronage. 


uNted with u. 
as strates an at) 
‘grade may do much jo 
ir country claims of then 
Rial 
And our Sate 4, 


W exe ch a 
TU ite, 
hich can be ti, 


The operation of whales 
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aws is not more effectual j ay 
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and affording a 


the influence of fy 
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ho e ’ and alt yo 
whoO preier Claims sue j 
* ie 


There should be no SINC CNR 
ermmment ; hO man appointed : ay 
ed in office, unless he wil! pte, 
ties his personal attention, a, 
assent in profession, but confor » 
to the principle that the office ; 
the benefit of the people an’ = 
The business of the public pi 
claims at least as strict atten’ 
at 


in law presumed to be a fap, 

compensation for such attentig, 
situations are known to be} 
cumbent, therefore, who ne 
of his office to promote his pirat 
or to gratify an indolent, inamess 
unworthy the public Conhders 
not to live upon the public boyy 

per discharge of official duty y, ss 


faithful public agent, who congas 
est of government, under wij) 


Philosophers approve of dys 
civilization ; though they rinks 
idea of a Christian mission few 
losopher ever went toreside ay 
for the purpose of teaching dey 
What philosopher ever formes 
for the sounds of a languay ig 
written? Yet these thingsaray 
sionaries. Strange, that ie 
which philosophers applaad dua 
complished only by missaug 
men whom philosophers degix 
son, however, as Dr. Chaine 
obvious. Missionaries cam ag 
They are labouring for the inert 
as immortal beings. If tym 
fluenced by these high and com 
tives, they never would har 
live among pagans at all; al 
could never introduce literatin 
But philosophers cannot belt 
which the gospel always prea 
men, by whom the gospeliig 
sary to salvation. 
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individuals. The emoluments j a 


berg, 9 


try, punctuality and civil dene! 
| official intercourse with the peak 
are qualifications which ever al 

ae 


pointed, will consider indispensdy 


This is especially the case with what relates 
to the globe we inhabit, the nations among 





The Trustees ardently hoe 
lumbian College will be found 


Learned institutions ought to be favourite 
objects with every free people. They throw 
that light over the public mind which is the 


Ses: talents, [aa citizen. Kducation,being therefore, with- 
‘ " q upon 5 
educa-| Parents owe it to the community to afford 


_ * The report was made by ir frm, me fic 


which it is divided, and the characters and 
customs which distinguish them. An ac- 
quaintance ‘with foreign countries in this 
mode, has.a kindred effect with visit- 
ing them as travellers; which never fails, 
in uncorrupted minds, to weaken local pre- 
judices, and enlarge the sphere of benevo- 
‘| lent feelings. A knowledge ofthe globe and 
its various inhabitants, however slight, might 
moreover create a taste for books of travels 
and voyages; out of which might grow a 
neral taste for history, an inexhaustible 
nd of entertainment and instruction. Any 
reading, not of a vicious species, must be a 
good substitute for the amusements too apt 
to fill up the leisure of the labouring classes. 
I feel myself much obliged, sir, by your 
expressions of personal kindness, and pray 
you to accept a return of my good wishes, 
with assurances of my great esteem and 
respect. James Mapison, 
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CORRECT DOCTRINES. 


The following’ extracts from the recent 
Message of the Governor of Maine to the 
Legislature, are worthy of an enlightened 


To te in this free country that 
“a Fa are naan which our ancestors es- 
tabli with great toil and unexampled 
wisdom, must be the ardent wish of every 
enlightened philanthropist. To secure to 
the people the enjoyment of civil and reli- 
gious liberty and their just rights, a know- 
edge of those rights, of their value and im- 
ance to themselves and their posterity, 
1s indispensably necessary. Nor should 
this knowledge be confined toa few; the 
more universal its diffusion the greater the 
security. 
_ It may justly be considered the pride of 
our state that here no man, however poor, is 
necessarily destitute of that volume, which is 
the best and purest fountain of moral instrac- 
tion for himself and family ; no youth, how- 
ever nt, but is provided with a school 
at the by expense, at which he may ob- 
tain such an education as will enable him to 
transact the usual business of life, and be- 
_ acquainted with his rights and duties 


the reach of every one, and provided at 
public ——. that public have a claim 
vidual tos its advantages 


peiet tiene teeta 
m an improve- 
ment, inasmuch as it will enable - Hers | 
become more useful and influential members 
society, as well as give them, under Pro- 
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and, within the circle of the ®® 
tions, upwards of sixty name™ 
rolled on the lists of students 
The Commencementaay 
the third Wednesday 11 DT 
collegiate year will begin a, 
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periods, young gentlemen #5 
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